With the Help of G_d 
An Appeal to the World's Inhabitants 
by Rav Yehudah Gordon 
Jerusalem, Israel 


The world has, of late, been transformed into one enormous 
classroom. The masses are bewildered and feel helpless. They are worried 
and anxious. They know not what the morrow may bring. Their existence 
hangs on the threads of uncertainty and doubt. The solution to their troubles 
cannot be seen on the horizon. They do not even know where to look. 


Covid-19, the New CoronaVirus. Is its development and spread, as 
well as its malignance, the effect of natural phenomena? Or is it the 
consequence of the evil design of someone or some group? These 
questions can be debated ad nauseam without resolution. 


However, one thing is clear. It is not random. It is the result of an 
orchestrated and organized plan. We instinctively sense the presence of a 
Higher Power, a Power on which most of the world's population does not 
focus or take into consideration. They merely feel and see that it is 
impossible to escape an unknown fate. 


No person of influence — not Bill Gates, not Rockefeller, not 
Rothschild, not even President Trump — is calling the shots. G_d, the One, 
the Only One, He has total control of the situation. We cannot see Him, 
nor touch Him. Yet, all of us are under His Providential supervision. He 


was, is, and always will be. 


It is clear that there is no other course of action. We need to return 
to the source of all humanity. G_d is the Father of us all. To each of His 
beloved children He specifically drafted and tailored a task and a mission, 
how to live and what to do. 


The responsibility that we all share is to acknowledge at least that 
which obligates us all, the Seven Noachide Laws (see Addendum #1), the 
system of behaviour that G_d requires from every human being. This is a 


wake-up call for all of us. Save yourselves and your families before it is 
too late. We have run out of second chances. As long as we can still 
breathe, as long as G_d's Divine spark, our souls, still reside within us, 
we can correct our failings, we can change. That is what G_d desires from 
us, for us. It is impossible to escape this reality. 


From an ecological standpoint, the world has changed slightly. The 
world's population is forced to remain isolated from each other. In this 
enormous classroom they are given time to reflect on their situation. 
Where have we come from? Why are we here? What should be our main 
focus while we are here? How can we lead meaningful lives? The 
unfortunate state of affairs has created an opportunity for consideration of 
these and many other similar deep questions about our life here on earth. 
There are answers to these conundrums. We can help our humanity 
discover the solutions to these difficult problems by spreading the 
awareness of G_d in the world. 


Not only questions about our presence here concern us. Our 
thoughts are also occupied with what happens to us after we leave this 
life. What awaits us? Can we affect the outcome? Maimonides explains in 
detail what each person can expect (see Addendum #2). We are all moving 
inexorably closer to that moment and we cannot escape. When we will 
realize what can and will occur, we will relate to life entirely differently. 


Please send this letter to everyone that you know and try to get 
it to the media's attention so that it will become more widespread. 
To contact Rav Gordon, please email <rav.gordon@gmail.com> 


Rav Yehudah Gordon was born in Vilna, Lithuania. Later, he lived in 


Poland, England, France, United States, and Israel. He is fluent in six 
languages. He has Bachelor degrees in Hebrew literature and Sovietology 
from Hebrew University and one in Business Management from Touro 
College. He served as the director of Al Tidom in New York and as a 
spiritual counselor in Dvar Yerusholayim in Jerusalem. He has been a 
member of the administration of rabbinical courts addressing weighty 
issues of divorce and personal status. He has written a number of 
bestselling books and two documentary films have been made and aired, 
one in England and one in Israel, about his tireless efforts to help women 
obtain divorces from recalcitrant husbands. He served for eleven years as a 
Dayan in the Rabbinical court in Jerusalem. He has also served as the 
Chief Rabbi of Cracow and Lesser Poland. He currently resides in the 
neighbourhood of Ramot in Jerusalem and is active in remarkable 


initiatives in Jewish and universal outreach. 


Rabbi Judah Gordon 


was Israeli commando 


soldier during six-day war. 


Rabbi Judah Gordon today. 


Addendum #1 
The Seven Rules of Noachidism 


When G_d created the world, His intention was to develop a nation 
called Yisrael that would serve as His ambassadors to the rest of 
humanity, to demonstrate to everyone how to serve G_d and perfect 
themselves as human beings. After guiding their ancestors to become 
holy and righteous, He made a covenant with His chosen nation Yisrael 
during one week in the spring, 2448 years after Creation, 50 days after 
their exodus from Egypt, to provide them with instructions on how to 
become these ambassadors and that He would personally take good care 
of them. Over the ensuing forty years in the desert prior to their entry as 
conquerers of the Holy Land of Yisrael, he taught them, through Moshe 
our Teacher, everything they needed to know. 


However, it was never G_d's intention that the rest of humanity 
should become depraved pleasure-pursuers and destroy themselves and 
others. Therefore, He taught the first man, Adam, the rules by which 
humans were to be governed so that they would at least form a decent 
society. He gave Adam six general principles, five negative commandments 


and one positive commandment, as Maimonides clearly outlines. 


1) It is forbidden to practise idolatry, by sacrificing objects to an idol, 
pouring blood on an altar before it, prostrating oneself before it, or engaging 
in any practice which is deemed its official service. One who engages in 
idolatry in these ways is liable to death. Official ceremonies honouring an 
idol are also forbidden, though the transgressor is not liable to death. Some 
modern examples of idolatry are: Buddhism, Krishna, and Christianity. 


2) It is forbidden to curse G_d by cursing Him using any name by which 
He is known. The transgressor is liable to death. A common modern 
example is to say "G_d be damned!" 


3) It is forbidden to kill another human being. Included in this prohibition 
is performing abortions, euthanasia of the terminally ill, killing a 
dangerous criminal when it is possible to stop him by injuring him. Only 


a court is permitted to direct the execution of a human being (see no. 6). 
A murderer is liable to death. 


4) It is forbidden to engage in sexual immorality. This includes incest 
with one's father, stepfather, mother, stepmother, maternal brother, 
maternal sister, as well as adultery with any married woman. 
Homosexuality and bestiality are included as well. The transgressor is 
liable to death. 


5) It is forbidden to steal. This includes stealing secretly as well as 
publicly, kidnapping, withholding wages, embezzling, and shoplifting. It 
makes no difference how infinitesimal the value of the object. Even 
stealing from a thief is forbidden. The transgressor is liable to death. 


6) It is obligatory to set up courts and judges to enforce these rules and 
punish transgressors. One who could have participated in this and did not, 
is liable to death. 


Until the time of the flood in the time of Noach, it was forbidden 
for man to eat the flesh of animals. After the flood, G_d permitted the 
consumption of animal flesh. However, He added a seventh rule: 


7) It is forbidden to consume any part of an animal that separated from it 
while it was still alive. Common examples of this are milk and eggs. 
Blood is permitted. The transgressor is liable to death. 


Judgement may be passed upon the transgressor through the testimony 
of a single male witness and by a single male judge, even if the transgressor 
and the witness or judge are relatives. A female witness or judge, however, is 
not acceptable. Execution is to be performed by decapitation. 


The following are also forbidden and the transgressor is liable to 
death but is not to be executed by a human court. Rather, the court is to 
punish him with corporal punishment and warn him that he is liable to 
death for his transgression. 


It is forbidden to engage in hybridization of trees or animals. 

It is forbidden to injure a Jew. 

It is forbidden to study the Torah of the Jews, except for these laws 
and the details that pertain to them. 

It is forbidden to observe a Sabbath day on any day of the week. 

It is forbidden to found a religion and invent religious practices, 
even if they are in service of the true G_d. He has the option of either 
becoming a righteous convert to Judaism and fulfilling all of G_d's 
commandments or remaining a Noachide and following the above rules 
without addition or subtraction. 


The above rules are only a general outline. Each rule has many 
details that are too numerous to state here. The scholars of Yisrael who 
possess received tradition about these and the rest of the Torah of Yisrael 
from Moshe our Teacher are capable of expanding upon these rules so 
that they may be followed properly in every era. 


One who follows these rules faithfully and properly is considered in 
G_d's eyes as a Pious Noachide among the Gentile Nations and is guaranteed 
a share in the World to Come with other righteous gentiles like he. 


Addendum #2 


Introduction 
Man's essence is his soul. The soul is a spiritual entity. It is the life- 


force of the body. While the soul is bound to the body, the body's corporeal 
nature limits the operational activity of the soul. Therefore, when the body 
is alive, the soul senses its surroundings via the physical capabilities of the 
body, such as its eyes, ears, nose, tongue and skin. It speaks using its 
mouth, thinks with its brain, and feels with its heart. To the extent that the 
body is physically incapacitated, the soul is also limited in its ability. 
Additionally, to the extent that man is drawn towards corporeality, this will 


limit the soul's ability to connect to spiritual experiences. 


After death of the body, the soul is able to perceive its 
surroundings and express itself without the constraints imposed upon it 
by the body. Although one loses upon death the ability to operate 
physically in the physical world, one's personality, intelligence, memory, 


psyche, feelings and individuality remain with the soul. 


Before G_d invests a body with a soul, the soul resides in Heaven 
and enjoys spiritual pleasure. However, this enjoyment is unearned. The 
goal of the fusion of the body with its soul is to provide an opportunity 
for the soul to make positive choices so that it may deserve limitless 
spiritual pleasure. To that end, G_d has provided instructions towards 
making the correct choices. When the body ceases to live, the soul goes 
to Heaven to be judged as to what extent it chose properly and is 


rewarded or punished accordingly. 


Maimonides — Book of Knowledge — T'shuvah -- Chapter Eight 
(as qualified by Nachmanides & Davidides) 


Paragraph #1 

The good that is hidden for the righteous is the life of the World to 
Come. This is life that is not accompanied by death and good that is not 
accompanied by evil. This is that which is written in the Torah 
(Deuteronomy 22:7) "That it may be well with you and you may prolong 
your days." By tradition the Sages of Israel have taught: "That it may be 
well with you" — in that world that is altogether good; "and you may 
prolong your days" — in that world that is to endure very long [i.e. forever]; 


meaning the World to Come. 


The reward of the righteous is that their souls will merit to enter the 
Garden of Eden to enjoy the fruit of their positive and meritorious choices 
in this world. The punishment of the wicked is that their souls will enter 
Hell to be tormented and afflicted in accordance with their negative and 
wicked choices in this world. After our world ends its 6,000 years of 
existence and remains destroyed for an additional 1,000 years, the world 
will be renewed. The dead bodies will be resurrected with their souls. The 
righteous will take part forever in the pleasure of this World to Come, 


while the wicked will not. Rather, they will be cut off and die. 


Whoever does not merit this life is truly dead and will not live 
forever. Rather, he will be cut off in his wickedness and perish like a 
beast. This is the nature of the term Kareis in the Torah, as it states 


(Numbers 15:31): "That soul shall utterly be cut off." 


By tradition the Sages of Israel have taught: That soul, after 
parting from the body in this world, is not to attain the life of the world 
that is to come, but is to be cut off even from the world that is to come. 


Paragraph #2 
In the period following the death of the body and preceding the 


resurrection of the dead, in the Garden of Eden, there is no body or 
physical form, only the souls of the righteous alone, without a body, like 
the ministering angels. Since there is no physical form, there is neither 
eating, drinking, nor any of the other things that the bodies of men stand 
in need of in this world; nor can there belong to it any one of the things 
belonging to bodies in this world, like sitting, standing, sleep, death, 
melancholy, laughter, and the like. 


Thus, the early Sages declared: In the world to come, there is neither 
eating, drinking, nor sexual relations. Rather, the righteous sit with their 


crowns on their heads and delight in the radiance of the Divine Presence. 


Behold! This clearly proves that there can be no corporeal 


existence there, seeing that there is neither eating nor drinking. 


With regard to that which the Sages said: that the righteous "sit", 
this they said by way of allegory; meaning, that the souls of the righteous 


exist there in a state of ease and rest from labour and toil. 


Moreover, by saying: with "their crowns on their heads," they 
meant to express: that the knowledge that they possessed in this life, and 
by means of which they attained the life of the World to Come, still exists 
with them, and constitutes their crown; just as King Solomon said (Song of 


Songs 3:11): "With the crown wherewith his mother crowned him." 


Behold! It is also said (Isaiah 51:11): "And everlasting joy upon their 
heads;" Joy is not a physical entity which can rest on a head. Similarly, 


the "crown", spoken of here by the Sages, implies intelligence. 


What is meant by the expression: "Delighting in the radiant glory 
of the Shechinah?" It means that the souls of the righteous know and 
comprehend more of the truth of the Holy One, blessed be He, than they 
knew, while in this dark and abject body. 


Paragraph #3 
Whenever in this respect the expression "soul" is made use of, it 


does not refer to the breath of life that stands in need of the body, but to 
the quality of the soul, namely to that intelligence that comprehends as 
much of the Creator as it is in its power to comprehend. Similarly, it 
comprehends abstract concepts, as well as all other things created. So that 
it is that quality, the nature of which we have explained in the fourth 
chapter of the Precepts Relating to the Foundations of the Law, that, in 


this instance, goes by the name "Soul". 


That life hereafter, because there is no death in it, seeing that death is 
an event associated with the body alone and, in that realm, there is no body 
— is called "the bundle of life," as it states (Samuel I 25:29): "But the soul of 
my master shall be bound in the bundle of life." This is the reward above 
which there can be no greater reward and that good beyond which there is 


no good. It is that blissful life for which all the prophets so eagerly desired. 


Paragraph #4 
Various names were given to the World to Come by way of 


allegory: The mountain of G_d (Psalms 24:3), His holy place (ibid.), The 


way of holiness (Isaiah 35:8), The courtyards of G_d (Psalms 92:14), The 
tent of G_d (ibid. 15:1), The pleasantness of G_d (ibid. 27:4), The palace of 
G_d (ibid.), The house of G_d (ibid.), The gate of G_d (ibid. 118:20). 
Moreover, the Sages, by way of allegory, called that good which is 
prepared for the righteous, the feast, but more generally they call that 
place, the Garden of Eden, to where the souls of the righteous go 


following death of the body, the World to Come. 


Paragraph #5 
The retribution beyond which there is no greater retribution, 


consists in this, that the soul is cut off and does not merit this life as it 
states (Numbers 15:31): "This soul shall utterly be cut off. His iniquity shall 


remain upon him." 


Hell is referred to by the prophets by way of allegory: The pit of 
destruction (Psalms 55:24), Obliteration (ibid. 88:12), The bonfire (Isaiah 
30:33), The bloodsucker (Proverbs 30:15). 


All the synonyms for annihilation and devastation are used to refer 
to the state of the soul being cut off, in consequence of its being that 
destruction after which there is no existence, and that ruin that admits of 


no reparation. 


Paragraph #6 
That good, already described as awaiting the righteous in the life 


hereafter, will possibly be despised in your eyes, as you may fancy, that 
the reward for fulfilling the commandments and for being perfect in the 
ways of truth, ought to be no other than this, that he should eat and drink 


delicious food, that he should have sexual intercourse with shapely 


women, that he should wear garments of linen and lace, that he should 
dwell in ivory palaces, and have for his use utensils of silver and gold, or 
other similar ideas, as conceived by the foolish, degenerate and wicked 


Arabs, who are flooded with lewdness. 


In contrast, the Sages and intelligent men know that all these things 
are vain, empty and hopeless. If with us, in this world, they are 
considered something desirable, it is only because we possess a body and 
a physical form. All these things constitute the wants of the body. The 
soul only has a passion for them and desires them because of the needs of 
the body, so that its desires will be fulfilled and its health maintained. But 
at a time, when there will be no body or corporeal existence, all these 


things become vain. 


With regard however to that great bliss, in which the righteous 
souls are to exist in the World to Come after death of the body, there is no 
possibility of grasping and comprehending while in this world. In this 
world, we know only of that which is good for the body and that is what 
we desire. With respect to that good, it is so exceedingly great, that the 
good things of this world can bear no comparison to the good of the 


World to Come, except in a metaphoric sense. 


In truth, for us to actually represent the happiness of the soul in the 
World to Come, by the happiness of the body in this world, when eating 
or drinking, is altogether impossible; that happiness being so 
unsearchably great, that it can admit of no comparison or simile. This is 


that which King David said (Psalms 31:20): "How great is Your goodness, 


that You have hidden for those who fear You, that You have made for 


those that trust in You." 


Paragraph #7 
Indeed, the longings of King David for the life of the World to 


Come were very great; for it 1s said (Psalms 27:13): "Had I not believed that 


I would see the goodness of G_d in the land of the living!" 


The early Sages have already informed us, that with respect to the 
bliss of the World to Come, man does not have the capability of 
comprehending it completely, and that no one knows its greatness, 


beauty, and power, except the Holy One, blessed be He, alone. 


Moreover, all the goodness that the prophets prophesied for the 
Jewish People, related only to physical advantages that the Jewish People 
are to enjoy in the days of our King the Messiah, at the time when the 
rulership will be restored to the Jewish People. With regard however to 
the bliss of the life of the World to Come, seeing that this cannot admit of 
comparison or simile, the prophets never attempted to represent it by any 
simile, lest they would diminish it by the simile. This is that which Isaiah 
said (64:3): "Neither has the eye seen, besides for You O' G_d, what He 
has prepared for him that waits for Him." Isaiah meant to express this: A 
bliss, such as not even the eye of a prophet has beheld, and such as no one 


has seen but G_d, has G_d prepared for the man that waits for Him. 


The Sages said: All the prophets prophesied only of that which is 
to happen at the days of the Messiah; but, as to the World to Come — 
neither has the eye seen, besides You O' G_d. 


Paragraph #8 
The reason why the Sages called it the World to Come is not 


because the Garden of Eden does not exist now, so that we should 
imagine that this world is first to be destroyed and then that other world 
will come into existence — no, that is incorrect. On the contrary, it 
actually does exist, seeing that it is said (Psalms 31:20): "which You have 
hidden for those who fear You, that You have made." The Sages called it 
the World to Come, because that life is to be enjoyed by man after life in 
this world, in which we are preserved both with body and soul, and which 


is the first stage of human existence. 
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PREFACE: 
The Church and the Jews 


The entire history of Western civilization is marked by Christian attempts to convert Jews. 
The earliest followers of Jesus zealously urged Jews to join their ranks. Yet despite its power and 


influence, the Church was unable to capture more than an insignificant number of Jewish souls. 


The Church then turned its wrath against the Jews, persecuting them with all the means at 
its disposal. Thousands of Jewish men, women, and children were massacred during the 
Crusades, tens of thousands later perished in the fires of the Inquisition, hundreds of thousands 


were murdered in pogroms. 


In our own “enlightened” times, six million Jews were annihilated by the Nazis in the 


very heart of Christian Europe, with supposedly cultured and civilized people watching in silence. 


It would be wrong, however, to call the physical extermination of Jews the main goal of the 
Church. Converting Jews to the “true faith” was always its first priority. Throughout the centuries, 
by fire and sword, by bribery and other forms of inducement, missionaries tried to persuade Jews to 
abandon their own faith. History provides countless examples of Jews, both individuals and entire 


communities, preferring martyrdom — to die al Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying the Divine Name. 


Ironically, today, the missionaries seem closer to their goal than ever before. Many Jews, 
especially those from the former Soviet Union, have not the slightest knowledge of Judaism’s laws 
and traditions, of their ancestral way of life. Such ignorance makes them easy prey for ardent 


Christian evangelists who would have them believe that Christianity is the fulfillment of Judaism. 


Although this book does contain some polemical chapters, its purpose is not to disprove 
the claims of missionaries. It is specifically aimed at those Jews who may, Heaven forbid, fall 
victim to their machinations. Quoting works by ancient and modern authors, it deals with basic 
Jewish values, surveys the history of Jewish-Christian relations, and portrays events in the distant 


past as well as in recent times. 


Written in a lively, forceful style, Go Back To Your Own People should prove of interest 
and inspiration to all Jews wishing to learn more about their nation’s history and strengthen their 


own Jewish identification. 


List of Illustrations 


[Captions must be checked and edited, the pages renumbered, and this list 
abbreviated to short titles] 


P. 66: An old bridge in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, bears an image of Simeon, the 
two-year-old boy “tortured to death by Jews” in 1475. Never mind that as early as 500 
years ago Judges of the Vatican ruled that Jews were innocent of that crime. 


p. 67: This is how Jews appear in a caricature from a medieval book addressed to all 
“honest Christians.” 


p. 75: Organizers of a Catholic youth festival held in Berlin, August 20, 1933, give the 
Heil Hitler! salute. 
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p. 96: Torturing one innocent child to death is far worse a crime than the supposed 
murder of any “god.” 


INTRODUCTION 


“How can that be?” 


The Talmud relates the following story: “When King Solomon married Pharaoh’s 
daughter, she brought him a thousand musical instruments and showed how they were 
played in honor and worship of various idols.” Yet the king did not stop her or close his 
ears to the music. He never realized what dire consequences this would have for the 
Jewish people. “Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shemuel: When Solomon married 
Pharaoh’s daughter, the angel Gabriel descended and placed a reed in the sea. On the dry 
land which gathered around it the great city of Rome was built” (Tractate Shabbat 56b). 


That city would later become the source of ever-recurring misfortune for the Jews. 


Gentile Rome is considered to be the spiritual heir of Edom, our forefather 
Jacob’s sibling and also his worst enemy and opponent. Biblical history reflects this 
conflict between the Edomites and Israelites. Later, with the emergence of Christianity, 
the struggle took place between Rome and Jerusalem. What is the reason for this 
conflict? And what possible threat can the small Jewish nation be to the vast Christian 


world? What on earth do they want from us? 


By giving detailed answers to these questions, and by surveying in depth relations 
between Jews and Gentiles throughout the ages, we can acquire a fairly complete idea of 
Western civilization’s development. The object of this book is, however, far more 
modest. All we propose to do is to reveal the essence of those relations so that the reader 


will understand what they mean to us. 


Let us begin with an episode from everyday life. A Jew living in Moscow who 
had become religiously observant visited an acquaintance of his, a baptized Jew. He then 
had to explain why it was that he abstained from non-kosher food. After overhearing 


some of this discussion, the host’s son turned one day to his Gentile mother and said: 
“T want to eat kosher food as well.” 
“Why?” she asked in surprise. 


“Because Id like to be a real Jew.” 


“Why would you want to be a Jew? You’re a Russian Orthodox Christian and you were 


baptized.” 
“But Dad is a Jew.” 

“Yes, he is,” the woman agreed, “but he, too, was baptized.” 
“How can that be?” asked the bewildered boy. 


Unfortunately, we do know how that can be. Even so, that Russian boy asked a 


sensible question, because a baptized Jew is an evident absurdity. A Jew cannot be a Gentile. 


It makes no difference whether Jesus really existed, whether he taught the things 
attributed to him, and whether he was basically good or evil. Furthermore, whether 
Christianity itself is good or evil doesn't matter either. Were it a hundred times more 


attractive than it really is, the Christian religion would still not be for us. 


In Hebrew, idolatry is called avodah zarah, “alien worship” or (literally) “other 
people’s work.” This is how Jews, throughout the ages, designated the beliefs of the 
nations surrounding them, Since the non-Jewish religions are other people’s work, we 


have no right to practice them because we have a faith of our own. 


PART ONE 


Avodah Zarah - “Other People’s Work” 


Which people knows its birthday, or the epoch, or the year or even the month, and 
exactly the day? None, except the Jews. It is common knowledge that the descendants of 
Jacob became a people on the 6th day of the month Sivan, on Mount Sinai where the 
Almighty gave them the Torah. There the Jews became a people endowed with a religion 
based on a belief in the Only One Creator of the Universe. The world had not known 
anything of the kind before. 


“The notion of the invisible and uncognizable God, whose name must not be 
pronounced, is absolutely unique. As far as we know that notion emerged only once in 
the history of mankind. When taken seriously the notion is astounding, it contradicts the 
instinct and intuition of the ancient people, who used to believe that everything that 
surrounded them - the rock, the river, the sky, the trees and flowers, to say nothing of the 
stars in the sky, had divine character and were worthy of being worshipped and idolized”. 
The writer of this passage, Professor George Steiner of Cambridge University 
(Psychology Today, 1973), involuntarily admits that some Divine Power was at the 


source of that notion, which differed from human intuition and instinct. 


As hundred thousand grown up men as well as old men, women and children who 
had just come out of Egyptian bondage stood at the foot of the mountain and listened to 
the sound of a shofar and thunder, saw the flames and the glitter of lightnings. Accepting 
the Torah they all cried out as one man: “Naase venishma - “. . .we will do and obey” 
(Exodus, XXIV: 7). Our wise men maintain that beside those who had come out of Egypt 
the souls of all unborn Jews were present there, too. We all witnessed the divine 
revelation. We all received the Torah personally. That is why we are Jews. The Lord had 


chosen us: “and separated us from those who err and gave us the true teaching”. 


The proof that the Jews are the chosen people is simple: we exist. The Jews not 
only exist, but despite all the laws of history and sociology, despite logic and “common 
sense” and despite being few in number, they play a central role in the fate of mankind. 
Where are ancient Egyptians with their massive idols now? Where are the ancient Greeks 
with their muscled Olympians? On Sabbath the Jew comes to the scroll of the Torah and 


reads the chapter which does not differ in a single character from the one Moshe (Moses) 
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wrote down 3300 years ago. Jewish customs, Jewish holidays, Jewish laws are alive after 


centuries of persecution and bans. 


Islam and Christianity started in quite a different way. There was someone 
endowed with an idea. Then he acquired pupils and followers. The idea developed, 
changed and was spread among people with persuasion and force. Finally both religions 
took the form they have now. (Other social ideologies like, say, Marxism or Nazism 
followed the same scheme, though on a smaller scale)- The personalities of the founders 
gathered legends around them, the Moslems gave Mohammed the rank of a prophet while 


the Gentiles placed Jesus in Heaven and called Him Lord. 
How can it be? 


The first of the Torah’s ten Commandments says: “I am the Lord thy God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage” (Exodus, XX: 2). 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven 
image, nor any manner of likene’ ou shalt not bow down unto them, nor serve them- 
(Exodus;)(X; 3-5). - this is the second Commandment. Yet the very first one states that 
the Lord is the Only One. What is the use of the repetition? 


The second Commandment explains that the Almighty does not want to be addressed 


though a mediator, be that a man, an image or a stone. Why is this law so important? 


“Where have you come from? From a stinking drop. Where are you heading? To the 
place of dust and decay. To whom do you give account? To the King, the Almighty - blessed 
He be” says the treatise of Avot (111:1). The most righteous of all men feels his insignificance 


in front of the King of the Universe, (The second Commandment warns him against it.) 


In another place in the Torah we find the words: “You are the children of the Lord 


your God” (Deuteronomy; XIV: 1). 


The father values personal communication with his son, even if his son is sinful, 
dull and tongue - tied. The son needs no intermediary to address his father. The great 
Jewish pj her Rambam wrote (More nevuchim, I: 36, Mishna Torah, Laws of Idolatry 
1:1) that it was with “intermediary services” that worshipping the idols started. In order 
not to trouble the Lord, Adam’s children and grandchildren decided to observe 
subordination and address themselves to the angels in charge of this or that part of the 
Universe: the sun, the rain, the wind, etc. What came out of it? The Angel is not the 


Creator of the Universe. Man felt no divine awe in front of an angel, nor was there a need 
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to strive for moral purity. It was much easier and more comfortable to pray to an angel (it 
was like calling a repairman on the telephone), and soon people forgot who was holding 
real power over the wind, the rain, the sun and the angels themselves. Intermediaries 
became self-dependent gods and soon mankind was lost in the folly of irresponsibility 
and lewdness, which inevitably accompany any idolatry. That generation was so perverse 


that the Lord was obliged to annihilate it in the waters of the flood. 


The second Commandment which warns us against this kind of sin emphasises that 
the Lord thy God is not merely the most powerful and significant of all the gods, He is the 
Only One and there are no other lords of the Universe. The big and the little are in his hands. 
Appealing to the Almighty on matters of important and to the angels about not-so-important 


matters leads to idolatry. Worshipping a wooden image or a marble statue is idolatry. 


Worshipping idols is prohibited for all peoples on the Earth, yet Jews are to meet 
higher demands. Shituf (matching), i.e., identification of the Lord with other beings and 
images is out of the question for them. “Ye shall not make with Me - gods of silver or 
gods of gold you shall not make onto you” (Exodus, XX: 20). Mind the words “Ye shall 


not make with Me...”, that means that no object can become His personification. 


Both shituf and idolatry can be encountered in Christianity: shituf as identification 
of Jesus with the Lord and prayer made in front of an icon. As for a prayer addressed to 
“saints” and “wonder workers’, it is idolatry per se. Neither is it admissible to a Jew. 
Jews do come to pray beside the graves of their righteous men, but they pray to the 
Almighty alone, bidding for mercy “for the merits of the righteous man who lies buried in 
this ground”. They ask the souls of the righteous men to pray to the Almighty for them. 


Likewise we sometimes ask our friends: “Pray to God for me.” 
y 


Belief and Action 


At first glance it may seem that recognition of Jesus as Mashiach (Messiah) 
makes up the principal point of difference between us and the Gentiles. No. The main 


thing is the attitude of this or that religion to faith and man’s behavior. 


A Jew is characterized not only by his faith in God and His teaching, but by his 
behavior as well. There is a story about a skeptic, who came to Rabbi Hillel one day and 
said: “Rabbi, lay down the essence of the Torah to me while I am standing on one leg”. 


Answered Hillel: “Do not do unto others what you do not want to be done unto yourself 
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This is the essence of the Torah. Now go and study”. (Sabbath, 31). These words are the 
very essence of the commandments the Almighty gave to the people for them to observe in 
their relations with each other. But there are commandments which concern the relations 
between man and God (the laws of Sabbath, kashrut, etc.) They impose mutual obligations. 
Do you want the Almighty to do as you bid? Then do what He demands of you. 


Gentiles have put aside the laws and norms of behavior granted by the Torah and 


shifted the emphasis onto faith. 


Here we must note that neither Jesus himself nor his Apostles denied the 
significance of the deed for man’s personality, as the Gospels narrate. “Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill - For 
verily I say onto you, ‘Till heaven and earth pass one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass 


from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt, 5: 17,18). 


Moreover, Jesus warned his disciples: “Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments (of the Torah), and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt, 5:19). We also know that Jesus and his 


pupils observed the commandments. 


Yet, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. there appeared a new 


ideologist of Christianity - Paul of Tarsus. He put forth the following theory: 
1. Any violation of the laws of the Torah draws “a curse” upon the man. 


2. Man is weak and he sins this way or that and is condemned - “Now we know that what 
things soever the law saith to them who are under the law... and all the world may 


become guilty before the God” (Rom 3:19). 


3. That implies that a man must be saved both from the curse and from observing the law 
- he achieves it through his faith in Jesus. “Christ has redeemed us from curse of the law” 
(Gal 3:13). “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of 
the law” (Rom 3:28). 


This is exactly what we, the Jews loyal to the law granted by the Lord, do not 


recognize. 


The Torah admits that it is hard for a man to keep up a decent moral level. The 


book of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) says that “For there is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
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good and sinneth not” (Eccles 7:20). Even the most righteous men like Moshe and David 


committed sins but repented and acquired mercy in the eyes of the Almighty. 


Man receives punishment according to the sin and the degree of repentance but 
never an eternal curse. Only the person who has done a lot of evil - murdered people or 
led honest people astray from God’s path pathways - can be sentenced to eternal 
punishment. Judaism always leaves a man who has violated a law a chance to return to 
the Lord by the pathway of repentance. This is why the Hebrew word “tshuva” means 
both “repentance” and “return”. Even Cain, the only person of all men to have been really 
cursed by the Lord acquired indulgence in his punishment because he had repented. The 
inhabitants of the idolatrous town of Nineveh repented of their sins and managed to 
cancel the verdict the Almighty had passed for them. The book of Jonah that narrates 
about these events is read in the synagogues on Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement), 
when the Creator decides the fate of a man depending on his deeds and tshuva. The idea 
that the Lord condemned the people whom He had created imperfect for being imperfect 
is beneficial to Christianity because they portray “The God of the Jews” revengeful and 
cruel as compared to the loving and noble god of the Gentiles. However those were the 
followers of “the kind God” who had discovered that as far as the man’s faith meant more 


than his deeds, not crime but disbelief should incur punishment. 


We can admit that neither Paul nor Jesus himself called on people to commit evil, 
but preached goodness and love and that they were simply misinterpreted. Then it is 
another proof of the fact that they were not prophets who spoke on behalf of the Lord. 
The Almighty cannot permit his address to the people to be misinterpreted for centuries 


till it acquired the opposite sense. 


Man, have a little self-respect! 


Let us dwell upon the meaning the Gentiles find in Christ’s crucifixion, which 


“saved” us from committing bad deeds. 


According to the clerical doctrine man carries the burden of both his own sins and 
Adam’s primogenital one. Mankind’s sons are too weak and evil in their nature to purify 


themselves of the latter and achieve righteousness. 


Jesus was sent to the Earth to atone for all the people’s sins starting from Adam. The 


only thing required of a man is to believe in Jesus’s mission of atonement and recognize him 
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as the God. The Jews who used to be God’s chosen people have been rejected by the 
Almighty on the ground that they refused to recognize Jesus as God. At present the name of 
Israel denotes not the Jews, but worshippers of Christ. With his advent onto the Earth all the 
former laws and covenants between the Lord and the people are repudiated and only one 


law reigns: love and Christian sacrifice: “. . love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom 13:10). 


What do the Jews disagree with? Practically speaking, with everything. To start 
with our attitude to man differs in principle. Jews never for a moment forfeit that even the 
most inveterate sinner has been created in the Lord’s image and likeness, and his soul 


strives for good and truth. Judaism is free of any kind of self-humiliation. 


In the Midrash (Bereshit Rabbah) we read: “Says Ben Azzai: ‘Each man has a 
particle of God - his own soul. Thus when you insult a man it is not him alone that you 
insult.” It is not accidental that in the 20th century when people started to be regarded as 
descendants of some species of apes, two persons who had no faith in God, Socialists Hitler 
and Stalin exterminated millions of people. Hitler declared, that construction of a great 
town surely justified destruction of an anthill complete with millions of ants inhabiting it. 
Indeed, the supreme race has the right and even is obliged to exterminate inferior, less 
valuable races. Another Socialist, Mao Tse-tung said that nothing terrible would happen if 
half mankind perished for the victory of communism. Then the other half would enjoy a 
happy life under communism. These cannibalistic ideals are a direct consequence of the 
theory of Darwinism. They are a social deduction from that theory. What does the Torah 
say about the origin of man? “In the day that God created man in the likeness of God He 
created him. Male and female created He them, and blessed them and called their name 
Adam in the day when they were created” (Genesis, 5: 1- 2). The words in the likeness of 


God mean that the Almighty gave man a particle of Himself- i.e. the soul. 


As for inheriting Adam’s sin, it depends on the interpretation of the Holy 
Scripture. Says the Torah: “...but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 11:17). 
Not a word is uttered here about Adam’s posterity suffering punishment for his sin. In 
another passage the Torah denies in so many words the legality of inheriting punishment: 
“The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to 
death for the fathers; every man shall be put to death for his own sin” (Deuteronomy, 
XXIV: 16). Man is punished for the sins of his father only when he himself persists in 


these sins - then he is punished with a double punishment. As for Adam he was not 
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doomed to breach the covenant through a man’s inborn inclination toward evil as the 
Gentiles present it. Striving for both good and evil are equally granted to him and man 
differs from a beast by his freedom of choice between good and evil. Man is FREE in his 


earthly ways - this is why he is similar to his Creator. 


The words: “. . .for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”, have 
always been a stumbling stone for an inexperienced reader. After eating the forbidden 
fruit Adam and Eve did not die at once, but lived an exceptionally long life - 930 years. 
Does it mean the creator’s warning did not come true? The Gentiles explain that after 
sinning the first people died a spiritual death. We cannot acknowledge that the whole 
history of mankind and above all the story of our people is a history of absence of 
spirituality - People like Abraham, Moshe and Rabbi Akiva were not by any means 
unspiritual men neither is it true in regard of many other people including ourselves. It is 
difficult to imagine that a nation devoid of spirituality was able to respond to the Lord’s 
appeal and accept the Torah to say nothing of carrying it through centuries at the cost of 
incredible suffering and humiliation. Here the Gentiles attempt to emphasize the humility 
and baseness of human existence. As for us we interpret the mysterious passage: “. . .for 
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”, quite literally, i.e., ‘on the day 


you eat of it you will die”, i.e. you will speed up your death. 


On sober meditation the central idea of Christianity namely, that Jesus’ sacrifice 
expiates the sins of the whole world astounds with its cinicism. The merciful Lord sends 
His innocent and saint son to death in the place of all the sinners, murderers, rapists and 
burglars, as the church maintains. Wrote Paul: “Wherefore as by one man sin entered into 
the world... Therefore as by the offense of one (Adam) one judgment came upon all men 
condemnation (which is not true, as we have found out) even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift comes upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous” (Rom 
5:12, 18, 19). Never mind that the innocent one was punished, the criminals were forgiven. 
In the opinion of the church this is how justice triumphs. Consequently no one should bear 


responsibility for his deeds - Jesus nailed to a cross will answer for them. 


This legalized shift of responsibility from the sinner onto the innocent one 
permitted to justify all the murders, pogroms, violations of law, committed under Christ’s 
banner, in Christ’s name and to Christ’s glory. It also transpires from a Christian’s 


contempt for man: the church says to him: you are so wretched and mean, all you can do 
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is evil and harm while “the Lord’s son” will make up for all the wrong you have done and 
pay your debts. All you need to do is to submerge under the water of baptism and acquire 
indulgence for the whole life to come (salvation through baptism was confirmed by the 


Decrees of the Council of Trent, 1545-1563). 


A Jew starts one of his daily morning benedictions with the words: “0 my God, 
the soul which thou gayest me is pure”. Judaism maintains that man is born innocent, he 
is responsible for his own deeds and it is in his power to choose the way of righteousness 
or sin, but in either case he can return to his God with the help of repentance. No one has 
the right to shift responsibility for his sins onto another person. Man is granted the laws 


and commandments of the Torah to guide him through his life. 


Someone may object, saying, that the Torah envisages sacrifices, too. It does, but 
never did the Jews sacrifice people, this is what distinguished them from the pagan 
peoples which surrounded them. “And thou shalt not give any of thy seed to set them apart 
to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord” (Leviticus 
XVIII:21). Indeed, the sacrifices, which were performed only in the Temple, contained an 
element of substituting the sacrificed animal for oneself, but it was an animal, not a human 
being which made the principal difference. The way the expiating sacrifice was carried out 
also meant a lot. The Jew used to bring the sacrificial animal into the Temple, quite often 
through the whole country. The man who had experienced that did his best never again to 
find himself in that position. A sinner deserves punishment, yet the Almighty is merciful, 
He accepts repentance, i.e. regret of the committed sin and the pledge never to commit it 
again. If a man has not repented, his sacrifice is not accepted, as it is said “The sacrifice of 


the wicked is an abomination” (Proverbs, 21:27). 


Two things may induce a man to commit a sin: “boiling of the blood” and lust for 
forbidden pleasures. Seeing what is done to the sacrificial animal, the man thinks that the 
Almighty could have killed him for his sins like the sacrificial animal... These thoughts 


guide a sinner to repentance. 


Even if we take into account Jesus’ mysterious origin and judge him not like a 
man, but like some being, created with a special program - to be sacrificed, even as a 
sacrificial being he was, as the Jews put it, “not kosher’, i.e., not suitable. Thus it is 
difficult to comprehend why the Church has persisted for many centuries in uniting 


Jesus’ execution to the Paschal sacrifice of the Jews and call him a sacrificial lamb. 
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According to the writer of the Gospel of John, Jesus was crucified on Friday, on 
the eve of Passover holiday. “And it was preparation far the Passover, and about the sixth 
hour” (John, 19:14). The other Gospels narrate that Jesus partook of the Passover 
sacrifice together with his disciples before he was brought in front of the high priest. 
“Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying 
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for three to eat the Passover? And as they did 
eat, he said...” (Matt 26: 17, 2 1). “And his disciples went forth, . . . and they made ready 
the Passover. And in the evening he came with the twelve” (Mark 14: 16, 17). “And he 
sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the Passover that we may eat... And when 


the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him” (Luke 22: 8, 14). 


It is interesting to note that theologians made such a thorough study of each word 
in the “holy” book, and never took trouble to explain the discrepancy in the days of the 
week and tell us when Jesus was really crucified: was it before the beginning of Passover 
or after it? However, there is nothing strange about these contradictions if we regard the 
crucifixion of Jesus as a legend, because it does not matter for a legend on what day it 
happened - on Thursday or Friday. The date is only important when we consider historic 
events that really happened in the past. Yet it is evident that Gentiles themselves do not 
attribute Jesus’ execution to real events, otherwise they would have attempted to 
reconcile those controversial data, reported in the Gospels. We can only add that a man 
who witnessed an incident would never forget if it happened on a week-day or on a 
holiday. Misunderstanding with the dates shows that the writers of the Gospels (at least 
one of them) were neither eyewitnesses of Jesus’ execution nor were they his disciples. 


The Gospels were all written many years after the events they described. 


As already stated, the victim of the execution did not reject the Jewish laws 
therefore Jesus was able to say on the cross the words in Hebrew: “Eli, Eli. lama 
sabachthani’. To be precise it was a kind of pigeon Hebrew. The Christians hold the 
opinion that that exclamation meant: “My God, My God. Why have you left me?” 
However the word savakhfani, which finds its way from one translation of the New 


Testament into another, does not exist in Hebrew at all. 


The most important thing is that according to the Torah the sacrifice alone 
committed in the proper way, without repentance, does not expiate the sin. Mankind 


might have been ashamed that an innocent person has been punished for their sins and 
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return to the pathways of good, yet the Christian Doctrine does not demand even that 


much. Just believe that Jesus suffered for you and you will saved. 


The question “Are you saved?” does not exist in Jewish ideology at all. There 
does exist the question: “How can I perfect my soul to serve the Almighty better?” This 
service lasts throughout man’s lifetime. A one-time act of salvation of the soul by means 
of confession, baptism, communion, to say nothing of indulgence for money, is a bargain 
for the poor as well as for criminals. The Torah recognizes that initially a man’s soul is 
pure and calls on him to become better; Christianity considers him evil and weak and 


permits him to remain that way. 


Before his execution, the Nazi hangman Adolf Eichmann, who had been 
responsible for the “Final Solution of the Jewish Question,” confessed to a Catholic priest 
and thus “saved” his soul making his way to Heaven, whilst millions of Jews tortui to death 
on his orders will burn in hell eternally. This is an example of Christian logic and those who 
accept the idea of Jesus’ expiating mission must accept it, too. The Jews did not, and that is 
why, according to Christian beliefs, the Almighty turned away from the Jews and broke His 
Covenant with them. But the Lord can never turn away from the Jews forever, no matter 
how much our “sympathizers” might want it. He can punish His people for their sins, He 
can hide His face from them and give the Jews away into the hands of their enemies as it 
happened in our but the Covenant between us and the Almighty is called BRIT OLAM - the 
eternal Covenant, and it will exist forever. It is convincingly proved by the very existence of 
the Jewish people, who have preserved their faith in the Only One God and kept on 
observing the Laws He gave them. There is no other nation in the whole world which has 
preserved their faith for three thousand years. One of the latest proofs of this fact is the 
foundation of the State of Israel which shocked Christian ideologists who have not made up 
their mind yet how to regard this fact. The State of Israel contradicts the Christian dogma 
which states that Jews were driven away from the Land of Israel forever for their sins. 

The Torah, on the other hand, was granted forever and it does not contain a single 
word to indicate it will be substituted with another law. Love for people is only one of the 
Torah’s commandments and it is implemented with good deeds, as for Christian love the 


world has seen time and again what it means. 


Christians maintain that the Torah is too difficult to implement, that is why they 
say it will not help man to get rid of his sins and that no one need follow it. For three 


millennia the Torah has not been too difficult to implement, not only for some righteous 
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men, but for millions of Jews, who remained ioyal to it in spite of persecution from the 
whole world; it was thanks to the Torah that the Jews preserved themselves as a nation. 
The Lord Himself gave us commandments to carry out and this very fact proves that man 
is able to serve the Lord. Would the Almighty tell His people to do a thing being fully 
aware that it cannot be done? Only weak and cowardly people and hypocrites may decide 
the Torah is too difficult, whereas the Creator of the Universe would not have given laws 


which men were unable to observe. 


Such is the fate of the Jew. To be a Jew one must devote his whole life to serving 
the Almighty. To be a Christian one must simply undergo baptism. Indeed, there are 
expressions “Christian behavior’, or “in a Christian manner”, but they are often used in 
cases contradicting each other. Christian ethic standards are ambiguous and cut off from 
reality. They may be good and effective in a sermon, but have you met any Gentiles who 
observe the following commandment “But I say unto you, ‘That ye resist not evil: but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt, 5:39). That 
sounds fine, especially when compared to “cruel” Judaism, which offers to render measure 
for measure. Yet it cannot be implemented because it is completely alien to human nature. 
And above all it is immoral. Non-resistance is merely another name for connivance, 
connivance of evil. Turn the other cheek and let the villain triumph with impunity whilst 
the weak, the oppressed and the defenseless are hurt. This would be the end of our 


civilization, fortunately no one observes this rule, and above all not the Christians. 


Simultaneously Jesus slanders Jewish laws by saying: “Ye have heard that it hath 


been said, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy” (Matt, 5:43). 


ce 


Actually the Torah proclaims: “... but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself..” 
(Leviticus XIX: 18). Not a word of hate for the enemy. On the contrary the Holy 
Scripture says: “Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not Thine heart be glad 
when he stumbleth” (Proverbs 24:17). “If thou meet thy enemy’s ox or his ass going 
astray thou shalt surely bring it back to him again” ( Exodus XXTII:4). The Torah 


demands a fair attitude toward one’s enemy, it never approves of violence. 


Here is another statement from Jesus: “Give to every man that asketh of thee; and 
of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again” (Luke 6:30). This is a direct 
justification for robbery, for how can you claim the robbed property back if the 


“merciful” Christians forbids it? Should we expect the pastors of Jesus’ flock to give 
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away their possessions to those who need and remain in asceticism and meekness? 
Fortunately we not encounter this too often. On the other hand the Torah does not 
demand that a man should give his possessions away to another man because this would 
be unreasonable and unjust. The Almighty granted us the laws of Tsdaka (giving money 
and charity) which definitely determine how much money should be given to the poor: 
from 10 to 20 percent of the income, and when it is a matter of life 

or death - as much as necessary. It is interesting to note that “tsdaka” originates from the 


same root as the word “tsedek”’ - justice. 


What new values does Christianity have to offer us? In the Gospel of Luke we 
read: “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple” 
(14: 26). Here is the teaching of Jesus: to be possessed with hatred for kin, that families 
be destroyed, that children hate and abandon their parents... Where is the notorious 


ce 


Christian love? Should we forget God’s words: “. . . thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself (Leviticus, 19:18)? Or is Jesus the only one to be loved? “For I have come to set 
a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter in law against her mother in law” (Matt 10:35). On the other hand the “cruel” 
God of the Jews demands a man should honor his father and mother, make a family and 


bring up children - in other words do difficult things. 


And what is your opinion of the popular quotation: “... I came not to send peace, 
but a sword” (Matt 10:34). which has been used for centuries to justify murders and 


massacres of whole nations? 


As we see, even the fathers of the church do not observe the majority of Christian 
commandments. What is worse, Christianity emancipated mankind from observing true laws 


proclaimed in the Torah without giving people an acceptable and reasonable moral code. 


Seven Commandments for the Nations of the World 


A reader may exclaim: “Just a moment. The Torah was granted to the Jews. At 
that time all the other peoples dwelt in the darkness of paganism. Wasn’t Christianity 
which offered some ethic standards, although inferior ones, a kind of progress for them? 


Did the whole Gentile world not need a religion of its own, the one based upon belief in 
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one God, a religion that called for good and love? There is something wrong in giving the 


whole truth and morality to Jews alone”. 


Yes, there is something wrong with it. But this is a wrong outlook. Mankind had 


an alternative both to paganism and to Chris’ tianity; it was laid down in the Torah. 


All the laws of the Torah fall into three groups. The first one is the teaching for all 
the peoples of the world, the second one concerns Jews and the third one is for kohanim 
alone (Jewish priests) who are to meet higher standards because they conduct service in 
the Temple. “On the whole, the Torah as an instruction for the whole of mankind has 
been given to the whole human community, to each man according to his essence and his 
role on the Earth” wrote R. Yoel Schwartz in the book “Seven Laws of the Torah for the 


Peoples of the World” (p.37). 


The first group of these laws is called TORAT BNEI NOAH - the laws of Noah’s 
sons. When Noah and his sons were saved from the flood and stepped onto firm ground, 
they at once received the instruction, how to live in the future in order not to wallow in 
sin again. As Noah’s family was the only one to survive the flood, all the people 
inhabiting the world are Noah’s descendants and so they must observe these laws. There 


are seven laws in all and they boil down to the following: 


1. Obligation to recognize the Only One Creator of the Universe and a ban on idolatry; 


2. Ban on lewdness; 

3. Ban on homicide; 

4. Ban on eating part of a live animal (also interpreted as ban on torturing living beings); 
5. Ban on blasphemy; 

6. Ban on theft. 

7. Setting up courts of justice to examine any violation of all the afore-mentioned laws. 


As we see everything is quite practicable in the “Laws of Noah’s Sons”, they are 
also based on recognition of One Creator as they reject idolatry and profanation of His 
name. Implementation of these simple and humane laws serves God and the realization of 
His will which is practicable for every person in the world. He, who follows these laws in 
his life is called the “righteous among the peoples of the world” and acquires in the 


forthcoming life a position equal to that of the Jews who observe 613 Commandments. 
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To put it in a simple way, it is not necessary to be born a Jew or to become a Christian or 


a Moslem to serve the Almighty with all of one’s soul. 


Here is what Rambam wrote about it: “Each person who recognizes the Seven 
Commandments and tries to observe them, belongs to the righteous men from among other 
peoples and has his share in the forthcoming world. This person ftilfihls the Commandments 
because God included them in the Torah and announced through the teacher Moshe that 
they had been given also to Noah’s descendants” (Mishne Torah, Laws of the Kings, 8: 11). 
Nowadays there are non-Jews who recognize and implement these laws of the Torah. They 


often turn to rabbis and ask them questions concerning the “Laws of Noah’s Sons”. 


In its universal part, the Torah was granted not to Jews alone, but through Jews to 
the whole world. The fact that many a pagan nation responded to the Christian appeal 
proves that idolatry had lived its term and the society was ready to move onto a higher 
spiritual level, this was by no means accidental. The ancient peoples were possessed with 
a passion for idolatry, not a liability, but exactly a passion. The Talmud (Sanhedrin, 1 02b) 
narrates, that one day Rav Ashi condemned King Manasseh of Judea, who had lived a 
thousand years before him, for worshipping idols and participation in pagan orgies. That 
very night Manasseh came to him in his dream and said “You curse me, yet if you had 
lived in my time, you would catch up the lap of your robe and rush to serve the idols”. 
That was why before constructing the second Temple Jews appealed to the Almighty with 
the bid to rid human nature of thal base passion. The Almighty responded to their bid. At 
the time of the Second Temple, before Jesus was born the world was ready to reject 
idolatry and accept the seven “Laws of Noah’s Sons”. The teachings of Jesus’ followers 
tempted the people, because besides a moral potential it contained numerous details dear 
to idolaters and was based upon an attractive legend which was partially familiar to them 


through their own beliefs. We shall discuss it in detail in the following chapters. 


Christians themselves admit that there is little logic in their religion? They say: 
“What you cannot comprehend, you should accept by faith”. In other words Christianity is 
belief in what Christians themselves consider to be fiction. Belief in a Trinity, in a virgin 
bearing a child from the “Holy Ghost” and in the resurrection of a person murdered on a 
cross, i.e. in things evidently unnatural and ridiculous precisely because they are unnatural 
and ridiculous. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 


seen”, wrote Paul in his Epistle to Hebrews (11:1), which was based on the principle “You 
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should believe in Jesus because he commanded you to believe in him”. The principle 


resembles a joke “Marx’s teaching is true because it is Marx’s”. 


There have been miracles in Jewish history but all of them happened in front of a 
multitude of witnesses and were documented by eye-witnesses. The whole Jewish people 
witnessed miracles during their Exodus from Egypt and when crossing the Red Sea. 
Throughout the 40 years of the people of Israel’s wandering about the Sinai Desert the 
Almighty guarded them. When the scorching heat oppressed people the Lord spread 
clouds over them, when they suffered from thirst He gave them a well fill of water which 
miraculously accompanied the people on their way, and when they had run out of food 


He sent them mannah from the skies above. 


In the Sinai the Jewish people ascended to a higher (the highest) spiritual level 
when they received the Torah. The Almighty addressed the Jews through Moshe-Rabeinu: 
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is Mine” (Exodus, 19:5). and 


swore on behalf of generations to come to observe the laws of the Torah. 


The whole people stood beside Mount Sinai and watched flames soar to the sky, the 
glitter of lightnings, and heard the voice of the God read the Ten Commandments. Many of 
them could not stand the sight and fainted. Filled with fear of the Lord the people turned to 
Moshe: “Speak to us and we shall obey, let God not speak to us lest we should die” thus 
entrusting their leader with the right to receive the Torah from the Almighty. Thus hundreds of 
thousands of Jews saw numerous miracles during their 40- year-long wandering about the 


desert which the Almighty did for them; the whole nation witnessed the Torah given on Sinai. 


It is foolish to deny the mass extermination of Jews by the Germans during World 
War II. Those who doubt this fact (quite a number of “learned” works have been 
published lately, by writers who try to deny the evidence) place themselves in an 
awkward position: people who have lived through it all are still alive and their testimony 


will remain in the memory of their descendants forever. 


Forever the collective memory of the Jewish people has preserved the truth about 


the miracles our distant ancestors witnessed. 


We have already stated that our laws guide our deeds, not our convictions. At one 
time the Christian Church exterminated thousands of its supporters whose only crime was 


that they refhsed to believe the dogma of the Trinity. 
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Man’s ability for blind faith is limited. For those who did not want to believe 
another absurdity the medieval Christian Church had in store bonfires and the dungeons 
of the Inquisition to say nothing of the threats of eternal torment and Hell. Yet, they 
started with search for proof of their being right in the Tanach - the Jewish holy Bible. 


What the Prophets did not say 


“By the way, tell me is it true that you [Jesus] entered Jerusalem by the Susim 
Gate mounted on a donkey, accompanied by a rabble that greeted you as though you were 


a prophet?” Here the Procurator pointed to a scroll of parchment. 
The prisoner stared dubiously at the Procurator. 


“I have no donkey, hegemon,” he said. “I certainly entered Jerusalem by the 
Susim Gate, but I came on foot alone, except for Matthew the Levite, and nobody 


shouted a word to me as no one in Jerusalem knew me then.* 


[* From The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov, translated from the Russian by 
Michael Glenny (London, 1967), Book One, chapter 2, “Pontius Pilate,” p. 36] 


Why did they look up the Tanach? 


A modern reader, who is not familiar with the tradition and to whom the Torah is 
the version of the Bible, will find it difficult to imagine the authority Jews and Judaism 


enjoyed in the world in pre-Christian times. 


First of all though pagan peoples worshipped idols, they never put to doubt the 
existence of the God of Israel who had selected Jacob’s descendants. Jews know it from their 
history. The Pharaoh of Egypt, who considers himself a god was afraid of the Jews who 
constituted a tiny portion of the population of his country and were nothing more than slaves. 
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon would never have dared to siege Jerusalem and destroy the 
First Temple if he had not had a prophetic dream from which he realized that the Almighty 
was giving the Jews away into his hands for their sins. Prophecies of Jewish oracles served as 
instruction for the whole world. For instance the prophecy of Prophet Jeremiah was known at 
that time. He predicted a 70-year reign of the Babylon Empire, and therefore each ruler of 
Babylon when mounting the throne started counting how many years of reign were left for 
him. In the years when Christianity was born, the Second Temple existed in Jerusalem and 


the Sanhedrin the Supreme Jewish Court functioned in spite of Roman Rule. 
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It is easy to understand why a new religion which claimed to be universal, needed 
above all, recognition of the Jews - the only nation who practice a monotheistic faith in 
the Only One just and powerful God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth. This is why the 
attention of the first Christians was focused on Jewish Holy Scripture: they needed to 


search for indications of Christ’s advent in it. 


He that seeks finds, as the saying goes. Yet none of the indications Christians have 
unearthed can stand up to criticism. Christians simply used the fact that the people among 
which that “promotion campaign” was conducted did not know Hebrew and knew Jewish 
text only by hearsay. No matter how freely those texts were interpreted, the stretched 
points always stuck out. It was not for nothing that the Catholic Church prohibited the 
common people to read and study the Bible. (Here it is worth while reminding the reader 
that studying the Torah is one of the Jew’s main commandments). Here is one of the 
Christians’ main arguments: “. ..we have found him of whom Moses in the law and the 
prophets did write about, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John, 1:45). This implies 
the book (Deuteronomy)where Moses repeats in front of the Jews the essence of the Torah 
and it laws. The Almighty says to Moses: “I will raise them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee; I will put my words into his mouth, and he shall speak unto them 
all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto My words which he shall speak in My name, I will require it of him. But the prophet 
that shall speak a word presumptuously in My name, which I have not commanded him to 
speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die. And if 
you say in thy heart: ‘How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken?’ 
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to 
pass, that is the thing that the Lord hath not spoken; the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him’ (Deuteronomy, XVIII: 18-22). 


The church maintains that a definite prophet is implied here, who will equal Moshe 
in significance. Moshe had no equal among the prophets, and likewise this new prophet 


will be above the others and the man who will not obey this prophet will be punished. 


From the clerical viewpoint it could be no one else but Jesus. By the way, the 
Moslems are sure that in that passage Moshe spoke about Mohammed - Why not? Is 
Mohammed in any way worse than Jesus? Does it matter that he was 600 years younger 
than Christ? Which prophet does the book of Deuteronomy refers to? Here are Moshe’s 
words: “A prophet will the Lord thy God raise up unto thee, from the midst of thee, of thy 
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brethren like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken... “(Deuteronomy XVII: 15). He goes 
on to repeat the Almighty’s words: “I will raise them up a prophet from among their 


brethren...” (Deuteronomy XVII: 18). 


Before his death Moses repeated the laws of the Torah to the Jews and announced 
that after his death the people would not be left without a leader. The next prophet, 
Joshua bin Nun, would come and others would follow and Israel ought to believe those 
prophets like they believed Moshe. As God would address the people through prophets 
they should be obeyed, because they would speak in God’s name. How can people tell a 
real prophet from an impostor? First, a real prophet always speaks in God’s name, and 
second, his words always come to pass. If the prophet’s words “. . . follow not nor come 


to pass... the prophet hath spoken presumptuously”. 


Here is an example of this presumptuousness: “And he said unto them, verily I 
say unto you, that there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power” (Mark 9:1). Yet no man has 
seen the kingdom of God on the Earth. Here is another example: “And as some spake of 
the Temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said. As for these things 
that ye behold, the days will come, in which there shall not be left one stone upon 
another, and shall not be thrown down” (Luke, 21: 5,6). Here “He” made another 
mistake: the Temple is destroyed, but the Western ("Wailing") Wall — part of the Temple 
Mount's surrounding wall — has survived, and nowadays we come to pray beside it. We 
can find quite a number of mistakes of this kind, but this one suffices to understand that 
Jesus does not belong to the prophets the Torah speaks of Time has come to make one 
important stipulation. We are not going to estimate Jesus’ personality or pass judgment 
whether he was good or evil, whether he spoke the words cited in the Gospels, or whether 
those were his disciples’ speculations. Perhaps he really looked like Bulgakov’s harmless 
character, who was afraid that “that mess may continue for quite a long time”. Those 
issues are for Christians to make out. In front of us we have Jesus’s canonic image shown 
in the New Testament for the whole world to see. We cannot judge how much true-to-life 
it was, this does not really matter it is the result that counts. Jews have paid too dearly for 
that mess and will have to speak out about the “love” and “peace” that “brethren-in- 


Christ” brought to the people of Israel. Let us go back to the “research” of the Tanach. 


Paul, a Jew who spared no effort on turning Jews into Christianity made an 


astounding discovery. He stated that the whole Jewish nation underwent baptism in the 
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course of their Exodus from Egypt. “Moreover, brethren, I would not that you should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud and all passed through the sea; And 
were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea” (1 Cor, 10: 1-2). It was a powerful 
move in the struggle for Jewish souls: why should you resist to what your fathers did gladly 
in the ancient times? Paul was wrong when he tried to pass any kind of presence in the water 
for baptism. Paul could hardly be unaware of what the Torah said, namely: “. . and the Lord 
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of 
fire, to give them light; that they might go by day and by night” (Exodus, XIII: 21-22). 


The Cloud of Shekhina (Divine presence) traveled BEFORE the people and no 
one could find himself UNDER the cloud. Children from nursery school know that the 
Jews were not in the sea: “And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
the day ground; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left” (Exodus, XIV:22). The only people to be “baptised” in the Red Sea were the 
Egyptians drowned in the waters that had let the Jews through. 


Christian ideologists find themselves in a squeeze because they want too much, 
namely, they strive to prove that Jesus was simultaneously the Mashiach (Messiah) and a 
prophet, an incarnation of the Creator Himself The latter is absolutely out of the question, 
because, as the Second Commandment pr6claims God cannot be embodied either in a 
man or in an image or in a natural phenomenon. The other two do not match, either. The 
Torah leaves no doubt concerning the prophets: “I will raise them up a prophet from 
among their brethren...”, i.e. a prophet is a common man who needn’t come from a noble 
family (for instance the prophet Amos was a common shepherd) as prophecy is a gift 
which cannot be inherited; it is. neither a talent nor a science, but rather a service, a task 


which the Almighty assigns to a man. 


We know that there were prophets who were afraid of that service and the 
responsibility it implied. For instance, at the beginning of his way Moses tried to 
persuade the Almighty that he was unworthy of the role assigned to him. There were even 


prophets who tried to avoid it, and Jonas was one of them. 


As for the Mashiach, he will be a man, too, and we know where and to whom he 
will be born: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 


goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). In order not to 
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confuse the reader with this quotation let me explain that according to the Oral Torah the 
Mashiach was created at the creation of the universe, but the Almighty delays his advent. 


Nonetheless he will be born an ordinary man from earthly father and mother. 


Christian theology maintains that Jesus must be the Mashiach because he was 
born in Bethlehem and his father Joseph belonged to the House of David - the kin from 


which the Mashiach was to come. 


Let us assume that what the Gospels say about Joseph is true. But the main dogma 
of the church emphasizes that Joseph had nothing to do with Jesus’ birth. It is common 
knowledge that Mary conceived from the “Holy Ghost” while she was a virgin and Joseph 
“did not know her’, i.e. she had not been his wife until Jesus was born. The Christian 
Church maintains so. Childbirth from a transcendental ghost is a popular motif in pagan 
mythology and it is beyond Jews to discuss the Creator’s connection with this affair 
because it is typical idolatry and blasphemy of the basest kind. Nevertheless, no matter to 
whom Jesus was born, Christians themselves maintain that Joseph and his famous 
ancestors had nothing to do with his birth, and, consequently, neither has the Mashiach. 
Thus we see that Jesus could be neither a prophet (as his predictions have not come true), 
nor the Mashiach (not only because his origin is not quite clear, but, above all, because the 
Mashiach will come only once to establish God’s Kingdom on the Earth and the Torah 
does not say a word about a Second “auxiliary” advent), nor was he “God’s son”. Yet in 


spite of evident logic Christians consider him to be all the three at the same time. 


In this book we cannot afford a detailed analysis of all the Christians’ references 
to Jewish prophets - they are too numerous and they have been refuted time and again. 
No doubt the Church holds the opinion that our prophets had only one aim - to proclaim 
Jesus’ advent as if they had had no other tasks. Christians are especially fond of texts by 
the prophet Isaiah (Yeshayahu). For instance, here is an extract of this type (in their 
translation): “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Here you have 
a prophecy that a virgin will bear the Mashiach because Isaiah himself says so. However 
these are not Isaiah’s words, but their free interpretation by Christians. What Isaiah really 
said was: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: Behold, the young woman is 


with child, and she shall bear a son, and shall call his name Immanu-E!”’. 
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Like in most Jewish prophecies Isaiah’s words refer to events he witnessed directly. 
The armies of Damascus and Samaria (Shomron) joined forces against the kingdom of 
Judea. Fulfilling the Almighty’s will Isaiah went to king Ahaz of Judea to convince him not 
to be afraid of the enemy and not to call on the Assyrians for help. Yet king Ahaz did not 
believe the prophet as the enemy had substantial advantage. Then Yeshayahu gave a sign, 
namely: there stood a young woman and she would conceive and bear a son and name him 
Emmanu-E]l (i.e. God is with us). And before the. child learned to utter “Mom” and “Dad”, 


Damascus and Shomron would be defeated by the king of Syria and would not attack Judea. 


Still, who would bear a child? The Hebrew text has the word ALMA which can 
denote both a maiden and a young woman. A girl, i.e. a virgin is called BETULAH. It is 
evident that if the prophet had desired to announce quite a rare (at least in the Jewish 
history) event as a child born by a virgin, he would have used the most precise definition. 


On the other hand the church needed a virgin and acquires it - in the translation. 


There is nothing in this nor anywhere else to hint at Jesus. He did not enter 
Jerusalem astride an ass, did not become the king of Judea, and was not crucified by 
Roman soldiers. Isaiah does not utter a word about this. In the following chapter the 
prophet tells that a boy was actually born (“And I went into the prophetess; and she 
conceived and bore a son” (Isaiah 8:3)) and both Shomron and Damascus were destroyed 
while he was a child. All those events are described in the past tense. The prophecy came 


true and there is nothing else to it. Mary bore Jesus a mere 700 years later... 


Jews know that the Mashiach is to enter Jerusalem astride a white ass. According 
to the Gospels Jesus entered Jerusalem astride an ass, so he was the Messiah. It is no use 


commenting on this statement. 


“Verily, I say unto you...” 


“But surely,” the professor replied with a condescending smile, “you of all people 
must realize that none of the events described in the Gospels actually occurred. If you 


want to start treating them as a proper historical source...”* 


[* M. Bulgakov, The Master and Margarita, Book One, chapter 3, "The Seventh Proof," p. 54] 


Reasonable people brought up within the framework of Christian culture could not 


fail to notice a number of discrepancies in the New Testament, especially historic ones. So 
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they attempted to compile a more acceptable version of the events like Bulgakov did in his 
famous novel. When we turn to History, we shall abstain from making up such versions. At 
that time dozens of people entered Jerusalem riding their asses, were arrested by Roman 
authorities for various felonies and crucified. As soon as the life story of one of those felons 


became the cause of exterminating millions of our brethren it is the result that matters. 


Despite the fact that quite a number of Christians with unbound mentality have their 
own opinion of Jesus’ teaching and fate, as we have already mentioned, they are all 
unanimous in one thing, namely, that Jews are responsible for spilling innocent blood, for the 
death on the cross of Jesus, never mind whether he was a Messiah, a prophet or an ordinary 


man. When turning to History we pursue only one objective - to refute this accusation. 


This is what the actual historical situation was like as opposed to how the Gospels 
described it. Judea was a Roman protectorate, yet sacrifices were carried out in the Temple 
and no one prohibited the observance of the laws of the Jewish religion. The Sanhedrin 
functions as the Supreme Court of the Jews, though only criminal offenses were placed 


within its authority. Political power was vested with Roman Vice-regents and Procurators. 


That epoch was not by any means a blank space in Jewish History. We know quite 
a lot about it. The great Hillel lived a hundred years before the destruction of the Second 
Temple, and Rabbi Akiva - after Jesus. We know quite a . lot about those two 5hT1tYsrp1 
only their biographies, but quite a number of details about their lives, no information about 
Jesus either in Jewish or in any other historical sources contemporary with the Gospels? 
At that time there were no gospels, they were not compiled until three hundred years later 
and so did Jesus - as a legend: he had already committed all his feats and had been 
crucified. The first Christian literature appeared a little later - about 75-150 years after the 
events it described. Still it fails to give a correct account of what happened. In the gospels 
we come across well known historical figures: the Roman Procurator, Pontius Pilate, King 
Herod, members of the Sanhedrin, No one doubts that they did exist, but the Sanhedrin 
was the only body in the Jewish legal system which could sentence a person to death. The 
number of such sentences throughout the whole Jewish history is quite small. It was a very 
complicated matter to prove that a man deserved execution: it took a verdict of 21 or 
sometimes 71 judges, who required such an amount of witnesses’ testimony that if the 


Sanhedrin elected every 70 years passed such a sentence, it was nicknamed a bloody one. 
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Even when the Sanhedrin passed such a verdict, on the way to the place of 
execution a public crier walked in front of the convict announcing: “Everyone who has 
anything to say to acquit this man must appear to the Sanhedrin at once”. And if there 


was such a witness, the execution was put off till the case was reexamined. 


Moreover during those days a lot of murderers and burglars appeared in the 
country and the Sanhedrin started holding its sessions outside the Temple in order not to 


send criminals to death. 


According to the Gospels, Pontius Pilate was reluctant to have Jesus executed. As 
a representative of political authority he had the power to acquit him. Yet Pilate 


sentenced Jesus to death. 


According to the Gospels, Pontius Pilate did not find Jesus guilty and passed the 
sentence only because Jews shouted: “Crucify him”. But it is quite uncharacteristic of 
Jews, their history does not know anything Of the kind. Why should a vice-regent of a 


powerful empire obey the will of a nation he ruled over? 


The Roman Pilate, a son of the state which had raised the judicial right into the 
absolute, proclaimed “This man is innocent, but if you wish so, let him die”. Or, as the gospel 
put it: “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he 
took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of 


this just person: see ye to it” (Matt. 27:24). How could an official make such a statement? 


The Jews calm Pilate down: “Flis blood be on us and on our children” (Matt. 
27:25). Here the banner of anti-Semitism is raised. It turns out Jews permitted to 
exterminate themselves and put a curse upon all the generations to come. Actually Jews 
could not do it as the laws of the Torah forbids to punish children for the sins of their 
fathers. Is it not strange that the Romans who crucified Jesus with their own hands did 


not pay for their crime? 


The whole situation is absolutely incredible, yet it suits the founders of the 


Church perfectly. 


Time has come to investigate the role King Herod played. That bloody villain had 
more than one crime on his conscience, but he did not have a chance to stage the 
slaughter of the innocents. According to all historical chronicles King Herod the Great 
had died several years before Jesus was born. Thus it is not Jesus’ but Herod’s 


resurrection that is the real miracle to be encountered in the Gospels. 
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The gospels describe the dispute between the Pharisees and Jesus which 
proclaims that “For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath day” (Matt 12:8), and 


that “The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 


By the way, the gospel narrates (Matt, 12: 1-2) that Jesus violated the laws of the 
Sabbath. Sabbath is a Commandment of the Torah and the prophet who opposes the 
commandments is a false prophet. Jews had been warned beforehand that such false 
prophets would appear: “All these words that I command you, that shall ye observe to do: 
thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it - If there arise in the midst of thee a 
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams - and he give thee a sign or the wonder come to pass, 
whereof he spoke unto thee - saying: ‘Let us go after other gods which thou has not 
known, and let us serve them’; thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet or 
that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God putted you to proof, to know whether you 
do love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. After the Lord your 
God shall ye walk, and him shall ye hear and his commandments shall ye keep. And unto 
his voice shall ye hearken, and Him shall ye serve and that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams shall be put to death; because he has spoken perversion against the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, 
to draw thee aside out of the way which the Lord thy God commanded thee to walk in. So 
that thou put away, the evil from the midst of thee” (Deuteronomy, Xliii: 1-6). 


Entering Jerusalem triumphantly on the back of an ass back Jesus went to 
“cleanse the Temple: “. . . and Jesus went unto the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and 
the seats of them that sold doves... And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My 
house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of 
thieves” (Mark, 30: 11-16). He who called himself God’s messenger was unaware that 
the “thieves” were performing a necessary service in the Temple: where they sold 
sacrificial doves and changed money for special silver pieces, necessary for annual 
donations for the Temple (see Exodus )O(X 11-16). It was thanks to those “thieves” that 
pilgrims from all over the world could observe the laws of sacrifice and donations in a 
proper way. But Jesus wanted a scandal to attract attention to himself and he selected the 
Temple to commit his “feat” in front of thousands of people who had gathered in 
Jerusalem to mark Passover. By the way, Jews would hardly have tolerated such 


profanity; it was another invention of the gospel writers. 
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It is in the gospels that the Christians’ merciful God shows his “claws”. Jesus 
traveled about the towns of Judea, healing the sick and cripples, but one fine day ... we 
read. “And, behold a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts and cried unto him, 
saying, Have mercy on me, 0 Lord thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil... But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and 


said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs” (Matt 15:22; 24-26). 


This is a racist statement. Such chauvinism has never been listed among Jewish 
customs and Jesus should have known that on Sukkot holiday seventy sacrifices were 
made to the God of Israel in the Temple of Jerusalem for the welfare of the seventy 


nations living in the world. 


The writers of the New Testament show such ignorance of the history, customs and 
even geography of the Land of Israel that it becomes evident that none of them lived at that 


time, witnessed the events he described and, consequently, could be Jesus’ disciples. 


Written in the 2nd-3rd centuries A.D. and corrected more than, once, the gospels 


had in that epoch adapted a certain attitude toward the Jews. 


How was it formed? The first Christians placed their hopes with the Jews, which 
fact found its manifestation in the gospels: “Jesus was named “the King of Judea” and he 
instructed his apostles: “Go not into the way of Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 10: 5, 6). Paul, too, 
addressed one of his Epistles to those “lost sheep”, Yet the Jews did not hearken to the call 
of the New Testament. An overwhelming majority of them remained loyal to the Torah. 
Only a few renegades underwent baptism, and a group of people attempted to make up a 
hybrid of Judaism and Christianity. That sect was brought back to life in the 19th century 
and survives to our day and exists at present in the USA, Europe and Russia with the 
motto: “Jews for Jesus”. They are sparing no efforts to pass Christianity of as the only 
genuine Jewish religion. Their activities aimed at catching Jewish souls poses a danger for 


our people which is not less than the Christian traditional missionary activities. 


Writes the famous novelist Elie Wiesel: “Christian missionaries are less repulsive to 
me than their Jewish apprentices. At least the missionaries are honest. They openly declare 
their aim - to absorb a maximum possible number of Jews by the Church. They are trying to 


kill in their victims their Jewish individuality, to assimilate them. They offer each separate 
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Jew a choice between Judaism and Christianity - and, naturally, do their best to influence the 
final choice. On the contrary, their Jewish colleagues are dishonest. They tell lies, they lack 
the courage to renounce their nationality and its memory openly. The missionaries set traps 
of cunningness and deceit when they convince their victims that they could be Jews and 


Christians simultaneously - as if Christian history had not disproved it.”’* 


[* E. Wiesel, “The Threat of Missionaries,” Lechaim, No 6, 1992] 


The Unknown Relatives of Jesus 


On the whole the first Christians suffered defeat in their struggle for Jewish souls. Then 
they bluntly violated their teacher’s instructions and directed their efforts to pagan peoples. 
Here they were doomed to success. Although at present Christianity does not determine the 
pathways of European civilization as it used to as late as 150 years ago, the scale of its 
proliferation is immense. Christians consider it to be theirstrongest point. Indeed, there are 


millions of people who worship Jesus the world over who are deceived and stupefied. 


It is really a complicated problem. When a rabbi was asked why there were more 
Christians than Jews, he replied with a question: “Why is there more iron than gold?” In 
the ancient times pagans outnumbered those who believed in the Only One God, too. It is 
also true that a. great number of pagans were converted into Christianity. One of the 
reasons for it has been mentioned above. The pagan world, devoid of ethic and moral 
basis of its ideology was in decay, actually on the verge of dissimilation and it readily 
caught at the straw which Christianity offered complete with a promise of eternal 
salvation. The second reason is of a political nature. In the 3rd century A.D. Christianity 
became an official religion of the powerful Roman Empire, which needed a universal 


religion as a common spiritual factor for all the conquered peoples. 


The main thing is, however, that the new religion easily absorbed elements of 
idolatry and did not require any spiritual regeneration on the part of its followers. 
Worshipping an icon or a crucifix does not principally differ from worshipping statues of 
idols. Jesus’ life story, as it is described in the gospels not only reminds one of pagan 
legends, but overtly includes elements of a number of them. We must note here that the 
very mention of the idols’ names we are obliged to cite below has always been and 


remains repulsing to Jews believing in the Only One God, the Creator of the Universe. 
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We cite several examples of such legends from Sidney Kaye’s book, Jews, Jesus, 
and the New Testament. Siddhartha or Gautama (ca. 623-543 BCE), the founder of 


Buddhism, lived 600 years before Jesus. Here are some facts from his biography: 


- Buddha was borne by the virgin Maya, who had conceived him without sexual 


intercourse (cf. Matt. 1:18-25). 
- Buddha’s conception was caused by the power called “the Holy Ghost” (cf. Matt, 1:18). 
- The virgin Maya’s son was born on December 25. 


- Miracles accompanied Buddha’s birth. Praise was sung in Heaven to the Blessed One 
and today Bodhisattva is born on Earth to give happiness and peace to people and shed 
light in the darkness and give eyesight to the blind” (cf. Luke, 2:13, 14). 


- He was pursued by King Bishvasa, who had received advice to murder the Child (cf. 
Matt, 2:16) 


- At school young Buddha amazed his teachers. Without learning he was versed in all 


subjects (cf. Luke, 2:46, 47) 


- When Buddha came to a temple at the age of 12, he asked complicated learned 
questions (cf. Luke, 2:41, 42, 46, 47). 


- When Buddha made up his mind to accept a religious mode of life Marra (the devil) 
appeared in front of him to tempt him (cf. Matt. 4:1-11). 47). 


- Buddha did not hearken to the devil, but said: ‘Get thee behind me’ (cf. Luke, 4:8, Matt. 
4:10). 


- Buddha the savior was baptized. The Holy Ghost Himself was present on the water 
during his baptism, who was the Supreme God and through Him Divine Power came unto 


Buddha (cf. Mart. 3:13-17). 
- Buddha worked miracles for the sake of the whole of mankind. 


- When Buddha died, the shroud left his body all by itself and the lid of the coffin was 
removed by supernatural forces (cf. Matt. 28:2, John, 20:1). 


- Buddha was taken to Heavenly Abodes when his Earthly mission was completed (cf. 
Acts 3, 1:9). 

- Buddha is the Alpha and the Omega, he has neither beginning nor end. He is a Divine 
Creature, he is Eternal (cf. Rev., 22: 13). 
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- Buddha came not to destroy, but to fulfill the law. He was a ceaseless chain of 


Enlightened Teachers (cf. Matt. 5:17). 


- According to Buddha the motive force of all our acts must be sympathy and love for 


ones neighbor (cf. Matt, 5:43-47). 


- Buddha’s pupils were to refuse from the world, give away their wealth and live in 


poverty (cf. Matt. 19:21). 
- Buddha knew other people’s thoughts (cf. Matt. 9:4). 


- Buddha was called “teacher”, the King of Justice, the Supreme Creature, the World’s 
Eternal savior and the Pathway of Life. 


Here is the life story of another pagan god, Krishna. 

- Krishna’s birth was sanctified by a star (cf. Matt. 2:2). 

- Shepherds came to worship Krishna after his birth (cf. Luke, 2:8-20). 

- Magi came to visit newly born Krishna (cf. Matt. 2:1, 2). 

- Krishna’s mother, called Devaki, i.e. a “Divine Person” was sure to be a virgin. 

- A Divine Voice warned the tyrant of a king Kansa that Devaki’s son would kill him. 
He killed Devaki’s other children but she managed to save Krishna (cf. Matt 2:13-16) 


- When Krishna was about to be born his step father and his mother went to pay tax (cf. 
Luke, 2:1-6). 


- When the tyrant Kansa learned that Krishna had disappeared, he ordered to - slaughter 
all newly born babies in the kingdom (cf. Matt. 2:16). 


- Krishna maintained that those who loved him would never die (cf. John, 5:24, 6:47) 


- Krishna entered the royal capital in royal garments and a mob followed him (cf. Matt. 


21:6-11, Luke, 19:29-38, et al). 

- Krishna raised from the dead a widow’s son (cf. Luke, 7:12-15). 
- Evil Ghost was angry with Krishna’s deeds (cf. Luke, 4:2-13). 

- Krishna was executed on a cross. 

- Elements raged during Krishna’s execution (cf. Luke, 23:44, 45). 
- After his death Krishna rose from the dead. 
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- Krishna was taken to Heaven (cf. Acts 9-1 1)- 
- Krishna will advent again when “better days come”. 


Buddha was not the only one to be born on December 25. On that day the Romans 
celebrated the birthday of Mithra (or Mithras), the Persian god of light whom they called 
“invincible.” In 354 the heads of the Roman Catholic Church ruled that Jesus’ birthday, 
(Christmas) should be marked on December 25. Gentiles borrowed candles and bells 
from the cult of Mithras. The cults of Buddha, Krishna and Mithras appeared long before 
Christianity and, evidently, could not borrow from the latter. Apparently it was the other 
way round. We do not assert that Jesus was Krishna’s or Buddha’s direct “heir”. We 
would rather assume that similar plots were wide spread in pagan mythology; Christians 
borrowed them and “hooked” them on the Torah and the prophets - to please both the 
Jews and the idolaters. ‘They succeeded with the latter but failed with the former. 


Still, the image of Jesus was not definite enough in the philosophic sense. It made 
Christians themselves uneasy, that was why one of the Fathers of the Church, Athanasius, 
formulated the doctrine of the “Trinity”, i.e. of the unity of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost. It is practically impossible to explain it and it belongs to the dogmas of the 
Church which require faith. At the Council of Niczea (325) it became the principal 
dogma, obligatory for Christianity. 


Yet it does not contain anything new, either. The Egyptian gods Osiris, Isis, and 
Horus made up an inseparable trinity similar to that of the Christians. The pagan origin 
of the Trinity was so evident that some authorities of the Church like Bishop Arius of 
Alexandria refused to accept it. Christians murdered thousands of people for the so- 
called “Arian heresy” rejection of the dogma of the Trinity. In the 5th century Nestorians 
- Christians of Eastern Syria, Persia and Central Asia split from the Catholic Church on 


the ground of disagreement on the issue of the Trinity. 


Those who think that numerous rules which determine a man’s whole life make 
Judaism rigid and inflexible do not know one basic law - Pikuach nefesh (salvation of 
life) suspends fulfillment of all mitzvoth including those of Sabbath and circumcision. 
When a life, your own or someone else’s is threatened, a man does not merely have the 
right, he IS OBLIGED, when salvation of life requires, to violate any commandment, 


except three. The Treatise of Sanhedrin, 74, says: “Die, but do not commit three crimes: 


a.) 


murder, adultery, idolatry”. This is why when Jews face the choice of death or baptism, 


they choose death, praising the name of the Almighty. 


If Christians really ruled the world led by their “merciful God”, the Jewish people 
would have been doomed to extermination. Yet they have not perished, nor have they 


dissolved among other peoples as many an expert would force them to? 


If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us: 
Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: when the 
waters had overwhelmed us the stream had gone over our soul. Then the proud waters had 


gone over our soul. Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth? 


Our soul is escaped as a bird out of a snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we 


are escaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalms: 124). 
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PART TWO 


Face to face with Amalek: Yosef Rakover's Appeal to God 
(Abridged) 


Warsaw, April 28, 1943 


I, Yosl, son of Yosl Rakover, the Hasidic Rabbi of Gur, a descendant of the saintly 
and most righteous men of the Rakover and Meisel families, am writing these lines at the 
hour when the whole Warsaw Ghetto is blazing with fire and the house I am in at present 
is one of the few which have not caught fire yet. For several hours we have been shelled 
and the walls around me are falling down. In a short time the house I am in at present will 


turn into a grave for its defenders and dwellers like all our other houses in the ghetto. 


I am forty years of age and turning back at the years I have lived (grow assured to 
the extent a man can be sure of himself) that I have lived honestly. Luck has not left me 
in this life, yet I have never plumed myself on it. My house was open to everyone who 
was in need and I was glad to do people good. I delighted in serving God and bade Him 
for only one thing: to let me serve Him “with all my heart, with all my soul, and with all 
my being”. After all I have experienced I cannot contend that my attitude toward Him has 


not changed, but I know that my faith has remained unaltered. 


God has hidden His face from the world, thus sacrificing people to their own wild 
instincts. This is why it seems quite natural to me that, unfortunately, when instincts rule 
the world, those, in whom something divine, something pure lives, fall their first victims. 
I find no consolation in it. But the fate of our people is solved not according to some 
earthly calculations, but in accord with spiritual and Divine aspirations and this is why a 
religious Jew must see part of, God major plan in what is happening, in comparison to 


which all human tragedies are so insignificant. 


Now that I have acquired that clear and special Vision of life and the world, 
which is endowed to a man on rare occasions before his death, I see there is principal 
difference between our God and their god. Ours is the God of revenge. Our Torah 
envisages severest punishment for minor offenses, yet the Sanhedrin sentenced to death 


one person in seventy years (and it) was considered cruel. Their god commanded to love 
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everyone made in his image and likeness and our blood has been shed in his name every 


day, for two thousand years already. 


I am proud of being a Jew, not to spite the world which treat us like that but 
exactly because of this attitude. I would be ashamed to belong to nations which have 


sired and cherished criminals responsible for what if being done to us. 


I am happy I belong to the world’s unhappiest nations whose Law is the source of 
everything lofty and beautiful in laws and ethic. Now this sacred Law is being profaned 


and trampled by those who hate God, but by doing they make it sacred and eternal. 
I believe that a man is born a Jew. 


I believe in the God of Israel. I believe in His laws even if I cannot find explanation 
to his deeds. I love Him but I love His Torah dearer and even if I despaired in Him, I would 
remain loyal to his Torah. Faith in God is religion, while His Torah is a way of life, and the 


more of us perish for this mode of like, the surer its way into immortality becomes. 


Forgive those who left You in their misfortunes and those who left You in their 
fortune. You subjected us to the trial of endless struggle, when the cowards from among 
us had to run for their lives. Don’t punish them for that. Cowards are not punished, they 


are pitied. Oh, God, be merciful to us. 


Forgive those, who profaned Your name and forgive those who followed other 
gods and grew indifferent to You. You subjected them to cruel tortures and they lost faith 


in You as their Father, they lost faith in having a Father at all. 


I am saying it to You because I believe in You, because now I know: You are my 
God as you cannot be the God of those whose deeds are a terrific manifestation of 


belligerent atheism. 


If those who hate me are so ignorant and so evil, who am I other than a bearer of a 


tiny particle of Your light, Your kindness? 


I am not bidding you to punish the guilty. Eventually they will punish themselves 
- it is inherent in the nature of events - because with our death the world’s conscience 


dies, because with the murder of Israel the whole world perishes. 


The world will devour itself in its viciousness, it will get drowned in its own 
blood. I am dying serenely, but dissatisfied; mutilated but not despaired; having faith but 
not bidding for mercy; I love God but do not repeat blindly “Amen”. 
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I followed Him even when he pushed me away from Himself. I fulfilled His 
commandments when he punished me for it. I loved Him and I still love Him even 


though he has subjected me to deadly torments and given me away to ridicule and insults. 


My rebbe often told me about a Jew who fled with his wife and children away 
from the Spanish Inquisition in a small boat in stormy weather and reached a rocky 
island. A lightning struck his wife dead. The storm carried his children away into the sea. 
Deprived of his family, lonely, naked and barefooted, tormented by the storm, frightened 
by thunder and lightnings, his hair disheveled, his arms raised toward the skies above, the 
Jew walked on about the rocky uninhabited island and called to God, saying: “You, the 
Lord of the worlds, I’ve. escaped here to serve You, to fulfill Your commandments and 
praise Your name. You are doing a lot for me to abandon my religion. But if you are 
sending these trials to force me to leave the pathways of truth, I am telling You, my God 
and the God of my fathers, You won’t succeed. You can crush me, You can deprive me 
of everything I hold dear in this world, You can subject me to deathly torments - I shall 
always believe in You. You can be assured: I am a Jew and I will remain a Jew. The trials 


you are pouring onto me and will go on pouring will not change anything”. 
These are also my last words addressed to You, the God of rage. 


You have done everything for me to loose faith in You, not to believe in You any 
longer. I am dying as I have lived: with faith in you which is as firm as a rock. Eternal 
praise to the God of the dead, the God of revenge, the God of truth and justice, Who will 
open His face to the world again and will shake the foundations with His powerful voice: 


“Behold, Israel, the Lord our God is the only God”. Into Your hands I commend my soul. 


The Chronicle of Hatred 


According to the Russian-language Concise Jewish Encyclopedia, published in 
Jerusalem, anti-Semitism only dates from the 1870s. It points out that at that time in 


Germany anti-Semitism formed into a science similar to other numerous “isms”. 


Nevertheless it started neither in Germany nor with a science. The history of anti- 
Semitism, i.e. other nations’ hatred for Jews counts many centuries. Its roots are to be 


found in the inevitable conflict between monotheism and idolatry. 


The persistence of the Jews in their adherence to the Torah even sent relatively 


tolerant pagans into a rage. The work of the Hellenized Egyptian priest Manephonus 
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(3rd century B.C.) is the earliest known piece of literature to lay down the ideology of 
anti-Semitism. It presents belligerence to Jews as the struggle between the “civilized” 


world and Judean “barbarism”. 


Jews who worshipped the Only Creator and placed the laws of the Torah above 
everything else were like a bone in the throat of any empire. “... There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people... and their laws are diverse from all 
people; neither keep they the king’s laws...” (Esther, 3:8), said the anti-Semite Haman, 
whom everybody knows from the history of the Purim holiday, to the Persian Ruler (6th 
century B.C.). 


Even under the cruel oppression by the Roman Empire did the Jews manage to 
maintain their religious autonomy and free themselves from worshipping the Roman 
Emperor and other rites which contradicted Judaism. That fact also arose suspicion and 


hostility of other nations under Roman reign. 


Despite its cruelty, persecution of Jews in the pagan world was relatively short- 


lived. The enemies of Israel had not had a uniting idea until Jesus’ teaching won the day. 


After Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire, one of the main 
objectives of the church was to dispute with Jews which “transformed smoothly” into 
their extermination. “The most merciful” of all religions skillfully heated anti-Semitic 
sentiments and made use of them in social life. Starting from the 4th century Christians 
started estranging themselves decisively from the Jewish way of life and the laws of the 
Torah. In 328, Sunday was declared the Christian day of rest as opposed to the Jewish 
Sabbath. The idea of political and legal inferiority of the Jews starts from the Byzantine 
jurisdiction. As early as in 339 Constantine H banned mixed marriages between 
Christians and Jews. In 438 Theodorus banned conversion of Gentiles into Judaism. And 


in 529 Justinian forbade Jews any statements against Christianity. 


In the 7th and 8th centuries a campaign of forced baptism of Jews started in 
Europe and Byzantium. Simultaneously they were fired from Government positions, 
restricted in their right to possess land, forbidden to erect new synagogues and the old 
ones were often converted into churches. “Saving the stray Sons of Israel” often meant 
placing them inside a press of iron and compressing them until the victim agreed to be 


baptised, yet the main tragedies were still to come. 
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In 1096, “the cross declared war on the young moon”. Christian Europe launched 
the First Crusade to liberate Jerusalem from the Moslem power. Jews were not a party of 
that conflict, but from the start the appeal to “liberate the Lord’s coffin from infidels” was 
turned against them. Christian pastors called to “eradicate the enemies of Christ from our 
land” before exterminating infidels in far off countries. Killing a Jew in Germany was a 
no less honorable deed than killing a Saracen in Jerusalem, and much less dangerous. A 


tidal wave of pogroms rolled over Europe. Rivers of Jewish blood were shed. 


“Read the documents about Jewish massacres in Speyer and Worms, Mainz and 
Cologne, Trier and Prague in 1906 and you will get an impression you are reading about 
the crimes of German agents within the Reich and on the territories occupied by the 


Germans,” writes Zalman Rubashov (Shazar), a former President of Israel.* 
[* In the Name of the Faith, “Emunah,” Jerusalem, 1984, p.36] 


Many communities in northern France and Germany were completely 
exterminated. Thousands of Jews committed suicide, praising the name of the Almighty. 
Women killed their children, young men killed their brides, people sacrificed themselves, 


in order not to be seized by the brutal mob and escape violence. 


Historical novels portray crusaders as gallant knights and poets, defenders of the 
weak and admirers of fair damsels. Actually, the majority of their orders were a motley 
crew made up by paupers, criminals, vagabonds, escaped convicts, who were promised a 


rich loot and indulgence of all sins for participation in the Crusade. 
Here is a description of crusaders from A. S. Friedberg’s documentary novel: 


Early in the morning a suspicious noise awoke everyone. A huge mob was approaching 
the town: mostly on foot there were riders and carts, too. Women and children walked 
together with men. Men were armed with swords, spears, axes, pitchforks, batons and 
stones. Many of them walked barefoot, dressed in rags, others had silk capes embroidered 
with gold - curtains stolen from synagogues they had burgiared and destroyed. Many of 
them were so intoxicated they could hardly walk. Priests with banners, crosses and 


gonfalons headed the procession like in a festive procession. 


At first the Jews tried to defend themselves but they were few in number as 
compared with the horde of thugs. Seeing that defense was useless many of them preferred 


to commit suicide to escape from the raging mob. Here and there one could hear cries: 
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“Behold, Israel: our Lord the God is the only God”. With those words the hapless 


victims commended their souls to God. 


When there were no Jews alive total plunder started, what they could not carry 
away with them they destroyed without pity. With special rage they tore to pieces and 


stamped into the ground and burned prayer books and other Jewish volumes.* 
[In the Name of the Faith, pp. 52-53]. 


In 1099 the troops of warriors of Jesus captured Jerusalem. “The bloody river 
reached to the knees of their horses, when they were riding along Solomon’s Corridor and 
his palace; it was infidels’ blood”, quotes Z. Rubashov the chronicle written down by the 
contemporaries of the events. The Jews who had survived the pogrom were driven into the 
synagogue and burned alive there. For the new masters of the Land of Israel it was not 
murder, but a new military - and Christian - exploit. Generally speaking, in the Middle Ages 
killing a Jew was if not praiseworthy at least it was a pardonable act like killing a pest or a 
mad dog. Christian literature approved of such attitude. The Orthodox Life of Nilus the 


Calabrian states, for instance, that the life of one Gentile was worth the lives of seven Jews. 
The Second Crusade of 1147-1149 brought new pogroms and persecution with it. 


In the 12th century the “blood libel’, i.e. accusation of Jews of ritual murders 
became quite popular. Christians had not invented anything new. Such accusations date 
back to the first centuries CE, when they first appeared in the Roman Empire. At that time 
both Jews and early Christians faced similar charges. When the Church came into political 
power it made use of the weapons formerly directed against itself General public readily 
accepted the invention that Jews used human blood in cult rites because Christians 
themselves believed in the miraculous power of Jesus’ and “saint martyrs” blood. They 
claimed that that was part of the Jewish faith and a comparison of Jesus who was crucified 
during Passover holiday with the Paschal lamb still exists. One of the first blood slanders 
was registered in the town of Inmestar, near Antiochia back in 423 CE. The accusation 
was that local Jews crucified a Christian boy and this caused a massacre and destruction of 
the local synagogues. One of the latest blood libel was the shameful Beilis Affair in Kiev 
at the turn of the 20th century. Even today you can come across ignorant people in Russia, 
who have not the slightest idea of sacrifices but who are sure that Jews use Christian blood 


to treat... cancer. That is an echo of the medieval clerical obscurantism. 
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The day when Simon of Trent was allegedly murdered by Jews still figures in the 


local calendar. The history of that holiday is quite characteristic of Christians... 


On the first day of Passover in 1475 a boy got lost in Trent. Soon his body was 
discovered at the bottom of the river. A certain baptised Jew supplied testimony that Jews 
had killed the child for ritual purposes. Several Jews were arrested and subjected to such 
tortures that one old man, who “had been fried on the fair like a goose”, as the chronicle 
witnessed, confessed to the murder. On that occasion the Pope sent a special investigator to 
Trent, who found out that the murder had been committed by two Christians. One of them 
was arrested and sent to prison, yet the citizens preferred to believe the murderers were 
Jewish. Several Jews were executed and their possessions looted. In 1476 the Vatican ruled 
that Jews were innocent of the crime and sued a certain monk who had appropriated the 
money of the executed, the money was not returned to the Jewish community. Five years 
later the same Pope who had admitted that Jews were innocent, declared Simeon the 
adolescent a saint and in 1728 the Vatican Council on Ceremonies made him the patron of 
Trent. Many artists depicted the sufferings of Simeon the Martyr. In 1985 the Catholic 
Church published a book which “proved” that St. Simeon had been killed by Jews after 
horrible tortures and cited a detailed description of the latter. The day of St. Simon of Trent 
is marked on March 23 with a solemn procession headed by the Archbishop. Confalons 
and the boy’s wooden statue are carried along the streets of the city. Lately the church 
decided to make the holiday which evidently smells of obscurantism a little less pompous, 


and not to carry in the procession the paintings depicting the martyr’s death 


Christians were forbidden to make profit from certain financial transactions; as a 
result the latter passed over to Jews (who were banned from numerous jobs; the situation 
had first been “rehearsed” in ancient Egypt, where Jews took care of the cattle - the work 
was a taboo for Egyptians themselves). That fact did not enhance the popularity of Jews 
among the local population, either. For centuries the figure of a Jewish money lender, 
merciless and greedly extortionist, has been traveling from one piece of fiction into 
another. Jews proved to be suitable scapegoats for the authorities; natural catastrophes, 
poor crops, increased taxes, epidemics and pestilence were explained as a result of their 
scheming. Thus during the plague in Europe in 1348 they were accused of poisoning 
wells. Jews had to pay for what others had done even when they had nothing to do with 
the whole affair. For example, much later in 1831 the Turks killed Patriarch Gregory of 


Constantinople (the tragedy occurred during Passover holiday); the Greeks responded 
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by... cruel Jewish pogroms. A sinister image of the Jew - the assassin of Jesus, the devil’s 
apprentice, bloodsucker, grabber and sorcerer had formed in western culture and folklore. 
Christians tried to avoid contact with Jews as if they were lepers, they frightened their 
children with Jews; the latter were portrayed in cartoons sporting horns, fangs and even a 
tail. This background makes the exile of Jews from England (1290), France (13XX), 
Spain (1492), and Portugal (1497) quite natural, in spite of the fact that Jews had invested 


their talents, energy and capitals for the well-being of those countries. 


This is how Don Isaac Abrabanel, Minister of Finance at King Ferdinand’s court, 


described the Jewish exodus from Spain: 


Three hundred thousand weary people went on foot, and I too, there were children and 
old men, babies and women, on one day, from all the king’s provinces without a 
destination.., their troubles and darkness, and many a disaster, burglaries, misfortunes, 
famine and death accompanied them. Others chose sea ways, among stormy waters and 
there God’s fatal punishment caught up with them. Many of them were sold as slaves to 
all the neighboring countries and many others got drowned and sank to the bottom...* 
[* In the Name of the Faith, pp. 75-76] 

In moments of despair there were people who agreed to be converted into 
Christians, but it did not save them from persecution. The Church did not believe in the 
loyalty of “the new Christians” and at times their fate was even more horrible that that of 


their stauncher brethren. We shall dwell upon it in the following chapters. 


Each new stage in the development of Christian civilization brought new 
misfortunes to the Jewish people. In the epoch of the Reformation new wars brought new 
exiles. Martin Luther attempted to attract Jews to his movement and failed after which he 
did everything his predecessors had done before him. He declared Jews enemies of peace 
and called on princes to drive them away from everywhere and destroy their houses and 
synagogues. Hatred for Jews seemed to be the only common feature for Protestants and 
Catholics. In the 16th century many European countries followed the example of Italy 


and formed ghettos - special quarters for Jews; they could not live outside the ghettos. 


In the 17th century, part of European society, especially the learned Protestant 
circles got interested in the culture and history of Israel. Attitude to Jews themselves 
improved. At that moment the philosophy of deism appeared, which was directed against 


the authority of the church. Then the fact that Christians had considered themselves the 
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inheritors of Judaism was recalled. In order to defeat the enemy, deists, and then atheists 
criticized the part of the Christian Bible the Christians had borrowed from the Jews, i.e. 
our Holy Scripture. French enlighteners ‘portrayed Biblical Patriarchs as frauds and 
hypocrites and prophets as vicious obscurants who cultivated hatred for the whole of 
mankind in the people of Israel. It goes without saying that descendants of ancient Jews 
were to inherit the character of their fathers, as well as their behests. Thus the scarecrow 
of the Jew appeared again, alas, not for the last time. The seeds sown by the early 
Christians and grown on semi-pagan prejudices of the Middle Ages and Inquisition 


always gave good shoots. 


For centuries Jews were hated because they differed from others. Development of 
democracy and victory of bourgeoisie in a number of states brought about emancipation of 
Jews and their integration into the spheres of social and economic life they had previously 
been precluded from. The Jews left the ghettos and were granted equal civil rights. What 
did it lead to? To a new upsurge of anti-Semitic sentiments. Now the Jews were blamed 
because they wanted to be like everybody else. The awakening bourgeois nationalism 


pushed the Jews away like an alien element, posing a threat to European nations. 


The reader must be tired of an endless list of insults, punishments and injustice. 
Yet he has not, so far, visited the Ukraine, where the national hero, fighter for the 
freedom of the Ukrainian people Bogdan Khmelnitsky destroyed 700 Jewish 
communities and exterminated 500,000 people in 1648. Only ten percent of the Jewish 
population survived in Volhynia and Podolia, none was left alive in the territories where 


the Cossacks had the power for some time. 


The Jewish author Sholem Asch (1880-1957) described a Cossack pogrom in his 
historical novel. Prior to the massacre the Jews were driven into a garden where they 


started singing their prayers. The murderers were at a loss. 
Krivonos was at a loss what to do. Again he looked at the priest in bewilderment. 
“Obey God’s command”, said the latter and crossed Krivonos several times. 
“Cossacks, charge at the Jews, hurrah”. 


The deafening “Hurrah” resounded all over the garden and the Cossacks rushed at 
the Jews from all sides. Some were armed with sharp crooked sabers, others had long 


pikes and some had sharp-edged maces. 
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Jews, men, women and children embraced their kin and proclaimed: 
“Hear, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One”. 


At first their prayers sounded louder than the Cossacks’ cries. But soon they died 
away, went down like candles. Whole families - fathers, mothers, children, brothers and 
sisters fell down onto the trampled grass and broken branches. Their blood mixed and 
their souls left their bodies simultaneously, and to the last breath the people held on to 


each other, exclaiming: “Hear, Israel...” 


That summer’s day the Cossacks massacred fourteen hundred people, including 
women and children in Tulchin. Tartars took the rest to slave markets. Not a single man 
bought his survival at the price of betraying his forefathers’ faith.* 

[* In the Name of the Faith, pp.100-101] 

Before we pass over to the most terrible pages in Jewish history, let us turn back 

for a moment. That long path of suffering among universal hatred cannot fail to make a 


person ask: “If we have been hated that bitterly, is there a reason for that?” 


This is a just question, the fact is that anti-Semitism is a universal phenomenon 
which has no analogues in history; it is absolutely irrational. To find at least some 


bearings in the problem we must go back to the very sources of the Jewish people. 


It is common knowledge that our patriarch Isaac had two sons: Jacob and Esau 
nee Edom. Jacob, later called Israel sired the people of Israel. Esau was not only contrary 


to Jacob in everything, he was his brother’s worst opponent and hater. 
Why? 


Esau was a manifestation of carnal, physical, brutal force. Jacob was a man of 
forty moral qualities, a spiritual man, and a man of the Torah. Force is capable of many 
things: it can submit, destroy, kill. Yet force cannot overcome spirit. When Jacob 
received his father’s benediction his brother swore to kill him. Force has no other way of 
overcoming spirit. Esau failed there. His descendants inherited his desire to exterminate 


the people of the Torah. 


When the Jews were walking about the desert after their Exodus from Egypt, 
Esau’s grandson Amalek, attacked them and killed those who were weak and legged 


behind. He was not looking for booty, he was guided by blind hatred. Says the Torah: 
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“Remember what Amalek did unto thee” (Deuteronomy, XXV: 17). An order follows, 
which seems so cruel at first: “. . . thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 


under heaven, thou shalt not forget” (Deuteronomy, XXV: 19). 


Actually it is an appeal to do away with violence As long as the slightest 
remembrance of what the power of force can do is preserved in the world, human 
civilization will remain on the verge of disaster. The Almighty gave the Jews the mitzva 


to blot out the very remembrance of violence. 


Joshua bin Nun fought against Amalek. Saul, the first king of Israel, fought 
against Amalek’s descendants. The Amalekites were defeated and those of them who 
survived were dispersed among other peoples. There is a viewpoint that Rome, the 
stronghold of Christianity became Amalek’s spiritual inheritor. It is not altogether 
groundless. Until recent times the history of Christianity had been a history of force, 
bloodshed, wars, bondage and suppression. The fact that the wars were waged under the 


banner of universal love and mercy does not alter their essence. 


Everybody, religious or political can be an anti-Semite; there are also biological 


anti Semites. This marks Amalek’s direct descendants. Hitler was one of them. 


An enemy of Israel, like Mahmoud Ahmanijad or Saddam Hussein, may belong to 
the Amalekites, or he may not. His anti-Semitism is a political issue and from this point 
of view Saddam is deeply interested in the existence of the Jews. If, God forbid, there 
were none, against whom would his fiery speeches and demonstration of weapons be 
directed? Who, in the Moslem world, would tolerate that stubborn, unruly and dangerous 


aggressor? His days would be counted. 


Hitler had bestial hatred for the Jews, one that had no reasonable explanation. 
From the country he exiled people who were doing Germany a lot of good and who (alas) 
were even ready to collaborate with National Socialists: industrialists, scholars, financial 
men, and went on to exterminate them merely for being Jews. The Nazi’s attitude to the 


Jews was not sheer anti-Semitism, but Amalek’s inborn viciousness. 


At the very end of the war, when German defense was falling to pieces, elite SS 
unites continued and even sped up annihilation of Jews in the extermination camps 
situated in the zone of hostilities. There were instances when whole divisions were 
removed from the fronts to carry out “actions” of exterminating Jews. For Hitler it was 


more important to do away with the Jews than to win the war. Actually the Nazi’s 
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struggle for world supremacy was not the struggle of Germany against other states it was 


the war of force against the spirit of Amalek versus Israel. 


The Talmud foretold that war. Tractate Megillah (6a-b), dealing with the history 
and laws of Purim holiday, reads: “Asks rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of the 
words: “Grant not, 0 Lord, the desires of the wicked: ‘ftirther not his wicked device, lest 
they exalt themselves” (Psalms 140: 8)? Says Yaakov to the Almighty: “Oh, Lord of the 
Universe. Do not let the villain Esau quench the thirst of his heart, do not let him realize 
his vicious schemes”. These words refer to the Germania springing from Edom: “for if 


they come out, they will destroy the world...” 


The great specialist on the Tanach and the Talmud, Rashi, lived 900 years ago. 
Commenting on rabbi Yitzchak’s words he added: “Germania is the name of the state 
going back to Edom (i.e. Esau’s descendants). The greatest scholar of Talmud, Elijah ben 
Shlomo Zalman, Gaon of Vilna (1720-1797), studied carefully the spelling of several 
words in the Talmud. He pointed out that that word should be read “Germania”, not 
“Germamia”. 

The Talmud goes on to say: “Said Rabbi Chama bar Chanina There are three 
hundred crowned persons in Germamia of Edom and three hundred sixty five knights 
near Rome. Each day they come out to fight each other... finally they will try to place one 


king over them all”. 


These lines contain a concise prediction of the history of medieval Germany, 
consisting of over 300 principalities, which were constantly at war with each other; it also 
pointed to the danger of a new war united Germany would start. (Note that the Talmud 
was written 1500 years ago.) If we read carefully King David’s Psalm 140, a line from 
which rabbi Yitzchak dwells on, we will notice a curious detail. As a rule, when speaking 
about a war the Torah usually mentions a sword, a spear, a bow and arrows - In the 
Psalm, which, according to the Talmud deals with Germania, the author asks for the 


enemy’s defeat as follows: 


“Let burning coals fall upon them; let them be cast into the fire, into deep pits, 
that they rise not up again” (Psalms 140:10). He has a direct description of air raids, 
artillery shelling, mortar fire (the notorious “Katyusha” mortars), which played a 


significant part in the defeat of Germany in World War H. 
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“Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man 
to overthrow him” (Psalms 140:11). When the leaders of the Third Reich (Goering, 
Keitel, Himmler) were on trial they denied many of their crimes, saying they had not 
given some of the orders and were innocent of some crimes. Recordings of their own 


speeches, played in the court, proved the opposite. 


In the Psalm David says on behalf of the Jewish people: “Which imagine mischiefs 
in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war. They have sharpened their 
tongues like a serpent; adders poison is under their lips. Selah, Keep me, 0 Lord, from the 
hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow 
my goings. The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the 
wayside; they have set gins for me. Selah. I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God, hear the 
voice of my supplications 0 Lord. 0 God the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast 
covered my head in the day of battle. Grant not, 0 Lord, the desires of the wicked: further 
not his wicked device; let them exalt themselves. Selah. As for the head of those that 


compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them.’ (Psalms 140: 2-9). 


These lines could refer to any enemy, any villain. Yet the Talmud states that 


Germany is implied here. Or, to be more exact, Hitler’s Germany. 


Centuries have passed, yet today we can hear voices of those who dream of 
pushing the Jews into the sea and wiping away the State of Israel. It is Amalek’s ancient 


voice, whoever it might belong to: a politician, a Christian preacher or an Arab terrorist. 


“A moment”, a reader may exclaim. “If anti-Semitism is Amalek’s inheritance, if 
it is a kind of hereditary disease, what has it got to do with Christians? In what way is it 
connected to Hitler? Especially if we bear in mind that many of the Nazi ideologists 


renounced Christianity and called on the Germans to return to their old gods? 


As we have pointed above, anti-Semitism has different manifestations. Not one 
Amalekite, nor a hundred nor a thousand could succeed in what the Germans did to the 
Jews. If European (or Christian, as we call it by right) civilization watched silently six 
million innocent people being annihilated, does it not share responsibility for their 
slaughter? The Nazis could regard themselves as anything, like E.T. invaders, but are 
they not the children of Christians, who received Christian education and upbringing, and 
absorbed Christian morality? They absorbed the spirit of hatred and contempt for the 


Jews, which has reigned in the Christian world since Christianity was born. 
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We would also like to remind you that late in the 70s of the previous century anti 
Semitic parties were formed in Germany and Hungary, whose sole objective was to cancel 
emancipation of the Jews and preserve their legal and social isolation. The formation of 
those parties seems to be the landmark that indicated the birth of official anti-Semitism. 
We want to point out, without going into detail, that one of those parties was called 


Christian Socialist; it was headed by Adolf Stoecker, King Wilhelm I’s court preacher. 


Many pastors did not conceal their admiration of Nazism and its ideologists. For 
instance, Bishop Bornwasser blessed young people in Trier Cathedral with the following 
words: “We have entered the New Reich with firm steps and with our heads raised; we are 
ready to serve it with all the power of our bodies and our souls”. Another priest stated that 
his colleagues had not only recognized the new authorities, but were also serving them 
“with ardent love and all their power”. A renowned theologian from Tübingen expressed 
an original idea that “National Socialism and Catholicism walked side by side like nature 
and beauty.” That idea was thoroughly developed in the works of German theologists. 
The Jesuits’ daily magazine thoughtfully investigated similarity between the swastika and 
the cross: “The symbol of nature finds its manifestation in the symbol of beauty”. Jesuits 
also proclaimed that “Hitler’s personality has become the symbol of faith for the German 
people”. Hitler was right when he said at a meeting with two high-ranking clerics that he 
only wanted “to carry out more effectively what the church had been striving for so long”- 


He also stated that by persecuting the Jews “he was serving a common cause”. 


Where was Man? 


The two following chapters are mostly documentary, they are documents which 
require no commentary. Here we shall use materials from the book Holocaust and 
Heroism (“Emunah”, Jerusalem, 1991) as well as some facts and conclusions from 
Professor Eliezer Berkovits’s book, Faith After the Holocaust (Emunah Publishers in 
Jerusalem published its Russian translation in 1991). The majority of figures and data are 


borrowed from these two sources. 


So, where was Man, where was the great, humane and civilized world of the 20th 


century when the Nazis started the bloody massacre? 


In April 1939, Fortune Magazine conducted a General Opinion Poll. The 


question was: “If you were a Congressman, would you vote for extending the 
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immigration quota for refugees from Europe?” (By that time the world had already learnt 
that there were refugees and what they were seeking refuge from). 83 percent of 
respondents replied in the negative, 3 percent were in doubt and only 8.7 percent stated 
they would vote in favor of that motion. No doubt, the majority of those 83 percent 


Americans were honest citizens and good Christians. 


Throughout the whole period of genocide of the Jewish people the Allies did not 
publish a single official document to condemn the Nazi atrocities. On the other hand 
hypocritical reasons to justify the refusal to accept Jewish refugees had no end. Writes 
Professor Berkovits (p.17): “The Americans refused the offer to accept twenty thousand 
children from Germany. Their reason presents a perfect reflection of the atmosphere of 
that time... The statement of the leaders of the American Legion has no analogues in 
hypocrisy: ‘The traditional American policy is based in the desire to protect family life, 
that is why the American Legion is decisively against breaking families for which the 
proposed bill calls”. Evidently, American patriots despised “cruel” Jewish parents who 
preferred saving their children to perishing in touching unity with them...” For the 
readers’ information: 1.5 million Jewish children perished in the Holocaust - more than 
the number of children that live in present day Israel. The names of the fallen Jewish 
children are recorded on a magnetic band in the children’s pavilion of the Yad Vashem 


Memorial in Jerusalem. At least 20,000 of them could have been saved. 


The Yiddish-writing poet Yitzhak Kantzelson, who also died in the Holocaust, 
wrote at that time: “The peoples of the world have not interfered; nor did they protect, 
nor shook their heads nor warned the murderers even in a whisper. It looked as if their 


leaders were afraid the murders might stop”. 


That is how the Gentile community behaved. Next comes the reaction of their 


leaders to what was happening. 


In 1942 the extermination of Jews was in liii! swing. A representative of the 
President of the USA asked the authorities of the Vatican to express their suggestions of 
mobilizing the world public opinion against the Nazis’ crimes. The answer was 
discouraging. First, Vatican regarded reports of genocide against the Jewish people as 
inaccurate and unverified. Second, as some high-ranking official hinted, the Pope was 
full of impartial love for all the peoples and so had to behave with reserve. It turned out 


that the notorious “Christian love for all the peoples” prevented the head of the Catholic 
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Church from protesting against the slaughter of six million people. As for connivance at 
murderers, which the gospels described as non-resistance to violence, the Christians of 


the 20th century termed it “wise reserve”. 


Even in April 1944, when the fate of four hundred thousand Hungarian Jews 
was at stake, the Pope still kept his “wise” silence. Hungary was, in principle, a Catholic 
country. Had the Vatican taken a firmer stand on that issue, the situation could have been 
altered. The Underground Refugees’ Committee appealed to the Pope (Pius XII), bidding 
him to declare that those who participated in the deportation of Jews would be 
excommunicated. An ambiguous reply was sent to Miklos Horthy, the Regent of 
Hungary, after a two-months delay, when three hundred fifty thousand Jews of that 
country had already found their death in gas chambers. 


Rabbi M. Weismandel narrates about his two meetings with Catholic clerics of 
Slovakia, where the deportation of Jews was initiated by Father Josef Tiso. A short time 
before the holiday of Passover in 1942 a respectable rabbi appealed to the Archbishop to 
try to persuade Tiso the Archbishop’s former secretary - to cancel deportation. On his 
part the Archbishop, “filled with Christian love” decided to open the rabbi’s eyes on the 
fate that awaited the Jews (of Slovakia) in Poland: “It is not merely deportation. There 
you will not die of hunger and privation, the Germans will kill you all there, young and 
old, women and children. This is punishment for the death of our savior. There is only 
one hope left for you: to be converted into our religion. Then I will manage to have the 


order cancelled.” 


At that time many Christians thought that the Jews were getting their due. The 
Pope’s Nuncio in Slovakia expressed that sentiment best of all. In the autumn of 1944, M. 
Weismandel managed to escape from a deportation camp before transfer to Oswiecim and 
reach the Residence of the Pope’s Nuncio. He described to the Reverend Father, under 
what conditions people lived in the camps and bade him to interfere with Tisso’s plans 
immediately - The Nuncia replied: “It is Sunday today. Neither myself nor Father Tisso 
occupy ourselves with everyday affairs on a day which is holy to us”. When the shocked 
rabbi contradicted saying that the death of children was not an everyday affair, the priest 
said: “There is no such thing as innocent Jewish children. All Jews are guilty. You must 
die. It is punishment for your sin”. The Nuncio implied we had to die for the alledged 


crucifixion of Jesus. He could hardly offer any explanation to the words of the Torah: “The 
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Fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death 


for the fathers; every man shall be put to death for his own sin” (Deuteronomy, XXIV: 16). 


Thus Hitler found the Jews guilty for racial reasons, the Archbishop and the 
Nuncio - for religious ones. Yet they arrived at the same conclusion - “You must die”. 
Not all Gentiles shared that viewpoint. Still, many a high-ranking cleric had turned into a 


villains’ accomplices. 


It was in vain that Archbishop Ron Cali (the future Pope John XXIII), who was 
saving Jews contrary to the official position of the Church, tried to make an appointment 
with the Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel, Rabbi Isaac Halevi Herzog, who was 
attempting to save the Jews from the German massacre with Pope Pius XII. In the 
Archbishop’s diary published in 1964 we read that the Pope expressed his regret that he 
could not receive the Rabbi, but did not say a word to disclose his attitude to the mass 
slaughter of Jews. Yet it was no one else but Pope Pius X who promised, when the war was 
over, a certain sum of money to every Jew who agreed to be baptised. The neophyte also 
received assistance in moving to any country of his choice. The Pope thought it would be 
easy to corrupt people who had survived the Holocaust, and were broken physically and 
morally with all the horrors they had experienced in the camps and ghettos. He was 


mistaken. Only a handful of Jews made use of the “generosity” of the Catholic Church. 


The most far-sighted of the Christian leaders could not help being discontented at 
that evident connivance of the mass slaughter of women, children and old men. Cardinal 
Tisram complained in a private letter dated July II, 1940: “1 am afraid that history will 
accuse the Holy Altar of unprofitable policy... Early in December I asked the Pope to 


publish an encyclical on individual responsibility of each Christian for his deeds”. 


The French Catholic author Francois Mauriac wrote in 1951: “Many Catholics 
are disappointed because they have not heard from the inheritors of Simon and Peter of 
Galilea a clear accusation - at least in the diplomatic language - of those who were 


engaged in crucifying Christ’s numerous brethren (i.e. in exterminating Jews)”. 


It was not the fate of the Jews that bothered those whose statements we have cited 
above, but the reputation of the Catholic Church. “Humane” Christian leaders did not think 
of saving millions of people from certain death, but of “keeping their hands clean” in the 


eyes of their descendants and the world public, never interfering with the mass slaughter. 
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“For I am come to set a man at variance...” 


It is common knowledge that the Germans killed all the Jews without any 
distinction: believers, atheists, baptised Jews and half-breeds. But above all they aimed at 
the destruction of the spirit of the Jewish people embodied in the Torah - so they brought 


down synagogues, humiliated rabbis, burned sacred books. 
Moshe Prager recollects in his book, The Unconquered: 


“I have no words to describe what we lived through on that Friday, on the eve of 
Shavu’ot holiday in 1943. The Germans ordered all the inhabitants of the ghetto to collect 
in the square. The order did not specify the reason for gathering but everyone in the 
ghetto knew what was in store for us. Several days before the holiday the Gestapo 
assassins had arrested ten Hasidim Jews and accused them of “sabotage” and “illegal 
delivery of food to the ghetto”. Such arrests were not rare, and quite often it was possible 
to liberate the prisoners with “indemnity”, because that was what the Germans counted 
on. That time the number of those arrested frightened us as we had already had bitter 
experience with ten gallows erected on Purim Day. That time there also were ten victims, 
the action was fixed on Shavuot and in our hearts we felt that a cruel “show” execution 
often Jews would take place in the ghetto. * [* Holocaust and Heroism, p. 93] 

Only a lucky chance saved the life of Rivka Ioselbessky, when a German firing 
squad during an execution in the ghetto on Saturday, the first day of the month Elul. Here 
is an extract from her testimony “...in the ghetto my daughter said to me: ‘Mom, why 
have you put my sabbath dress on me? They are going to shoot us...” (Holocaust and 
Heroism, p. 73). Another testimony: at the entrance to the gas chamber a boy asked his 


mother: “Mom, I have been a good boy, haven’t I?” 


In those days praising God’s name (Kiddush Hashem) acquired a special sense. 
As a tule this notion is related to a heroic death: a Jew meets it with the name of his God 
on his lips and refuses to accept another faith in order to save his life and the death of 
everyone who perished because he was a Jew was regarded as a death for the 
sanctification of the name of the Almighty. However, there was no choice between life 
and death for the victims of the Holocaust: the Germans had doomed them to total 
extermination. A new notion of heroism expressed in praising the Almighty’s name 
emerged then. The late rabbi Yitzhak Nissenbaum defined it as “praising life”. His 


words were often repeated in the ghetto: “They used to claim our souls and the Jew 
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sacrificed his body to praise the Almighty’s name. Now the enemy claims the Jew’s body 
and the Jew’s duty is to protect the body and save his own life. In times past the Jews 


praised the Almighty’s name with their death; at present we must praise it with our lives”. 


This commandment - to preserve life - required tremendous courage and heroism. 
The Nazis strived not merely to destroy their victims physically, but to kill everything 
human in them and turn them into a haunted, stupefied herd. Yet the mission of preserving 
life implied not mere survival, but preserving decent, reasonable, Jewish life. Fulfilling the 
Torah’s commandments implied a higher risk as the Germans persecuted faithful Jews in 
the first place, those who were a manifestation of the unconquered nation for them. But 
even under those terrible conditions people managed to mark holidays, observe Sabbath, 
save and hide attributes of prayers and put on the tefillin, light Hanukkah candles and 
study the Torah, blow the shofar on Rosh Ha-Shanah and hold a Seder on Passover. Quite 


young men and even children were among those who remained loyal to the tradition. 


In a corner of the children’s block of Oswiecim (Auschwitz) death camp a minyan 
gathered every day for prayer. In the ghetto of Kovno young men from the Tiferet Bahurim 
yeshivah managed to steal some wool from the German depot to make tzitzit (ritual fringes). 
They all risked their lives, but they were afraid of only one thing - could the fulfillment of 
the commandment be compatible with violation of the law? -as the wool was stolen. How 


did they rejoice when the rabbi permitted them to make TZITZIT out of that thread. 


The fourteen-year-old boy Leibele received fifty strokes with a rubber hose for 


distributing several prayer books among his friends in Oswiecim. 


The children had a lot of prayer books, small Pentateuchs and half a set of tefillin, 
i.e., only the hand tefillin, which passed from one boy to another all day long. They put 
on the tefillin and prayed. One of the prisoners reminisces: “I do not remember exactly 
how the tefillin got into the camp. We kept it on our beds of planks. All day long people 


queued up to put the tefillin on”. 


“One day they got the book of Mishnah to study in exchange for a loaf of bread. 
One group studied properly, nearly all day long. Many people observed kashrut, and 
every person familiar with the conditions we were in will understand the amount of 
difficulties they encountered. They ate nothing but bread and margarine. Some of them 


were children, no older than thirteen. 
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In his book They Praised God’s Name, Rabbi Yitzhak-Hirsh Meisels, whose 
survival in Bergen-Belsen camp was a miracle, immortalizes the name of a young man 
who was ready to go into the gas chamber instead of his friend who surpassed the boy in 
abilities and knowledge of the Torah. Those who managed to survive recollect, that in the 
cars that carried Jews to their death they recite Kaddish together for themselves - because 


it was clear that there would be nobody to read the mourning prayer for them. 


The Nazis knew that the murderer is not necessarily the winner. That was why 
they subjected the prisoners to inhuman ordeal in order to kill their souls while their 
bodies were still alive. They purposefully broke families - took the children away from 
their parents, separated wives from their husbands and brothers from their sisters. I 
cannot abstain from quoting the gospel: “For I am come to set a man at variance against 


his father, and the daughter against her mother” (Matt 10:35). 


From the testimony of Michael Podkhalevnik, who worked in the “burial squad” 


(Sonderkommando?): 
Q.: Was there anyone in the third truck whom you knew? 


A.: I had already worked several days when the inhabitants of the town arrived - I knew 


them all. 

Q.: Who was among them? 

A.: My wife and two children. 

Q.: Did you see them when they were carried out of the truck? 


A.: I lay down beside my wife and my two children and wanted to be shot. An S.S. man 
came up to me and said: “You have enough power left, you must go on working”. He 


struck me twice and made me continue work. 
Q.: Did you try to hang yourself that night? 


A.: That night I came home and wanted to hang myself, but my friends prevented me, 


saying: “As long as your eyes are open, there is hope: you may be saved”. 


Chairmen of the Court: Three days later you escaped from there...* 


[* Holocaust and Heroism, p.60] 
Another witness tells about the system of passes the Germans introduced in the ghetto: 
Q: If the authorities found a man who had no proper documents, what happened to him? 
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A.: Ifa man without reliable documents was found, there was only one way for him... 
Q.: Do you remember an instance, when a man came home and said to his mother: 
“Mom, should I make a pass for you or for my wife?” 


A.: A man would come and say to his mother: “I have only one pass, I can fill it in either 
for you, Mom, or for my wife. One of you will have to hide in the bunker. Fortune may 
smile upon her or it may not”. If I have three children, I can write down only two and the 
third is left to take care of himself I remember an instance when a man came up to his 
mother and said: “Mom, tell me what I should do. You blessed our marriage and now I 
have to choose between yourself and my wife”. The mother replied: “Heaven gave you 
your wife, you must preserve your family. I refuse from my life. Give life to her”. And 


she blessed her son and his wife and children. 
Q.: Was that man, you, Dr. Drovecky? 

A.: It was.* 

[* Holocaust and Heroism, pp. 68-69] 


There were people who had lost their faith - they are not to blame. But those who 
preserved it were committing amazing feats for its sake; they went on living or died 
without betraying (preserving) the Torah, like the mother did who gave up her life for her 


son and his wife. 


We want to cite one more story verbatim, It is an extract from Rabbi Zvi Hirsh 


Meisels’ book, They Praised God’s Name. 


“In 1944, on the eve of Rosh Hashanah holiday the Germans selected 1400 young 
men and locked them up in a separate block. The next morning, the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah, a rumor spread about the camp that they were going to be sent to the 
crematorium. Their parents rushed around the loc block, hoping for a miracle, which 


would save their sons. 


At that terrible moment a common Jew came up to me and said: “Rabbi, my only 
son is there, among those who are doomed to death. I can buy him out yet I know that 
another boy would be seized to fill the vacancy, so I am asking you the question. I bid 
you to decide, in keeping with the Torah’s laws, whether I have the right to pay his way 


out. I shall act according to your decision”. 
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I shuddered at hearing the question, because I was obliged to pass a decision on a 
matter of life and death, so I answered: “My friend, how can I give you a clear answer in 
accordance with the Law? At the. time of the Temple such a question would be passed over to 
the Sanhedrin to decide, while here, in the camp I do not have a single book of the Law, there 


are no other rabbis beside me and sufferings deprive me of the chance to reason quietly...” 


Seeing that I was reluctant to answer his question with a word of the Law, he said 
in agitation: “Rabbi, I have done what the Torah obliges me to do, I have consulted a 
rabbi; there is no other rabbi here. If the rabbi cannot answer that I can buy my child out, 
that means that in his soul he does not agree to my buying him out. Because if there were 
no doubt, he would surely reply that it was permitted. Consequently, it is the Law that 
forbids me to buy my son out, this satisfies me and I accept the sentence with love and 


joy and shall not do anything to liberate my son, because the Torah commands so...” 


I tried to explain to him that the God will hold me fully responsible for this 
decision, but my words did not help. Tears filled his eyes as he repeated what he had 
already said, and he kept his word and did not buy his son’s freedom. During the whole 
day of Rosh Hashanah he gladly repeated to himself that had been awarded the chance to 
sacrifice his own son to God. And may the Almighty accept his sacrifice as he had 


accepted Itzkhak’s sacrifice, also committed on Rosh Hashanah Day... 


The leaders of the Jewish people, the rabbis, deserve a special mention here. In 
the days of the Holocaust they provided spiritual support and showed examples of 


staunchness and loyalty to others. In one of his books Elie Wiesel wrote: 


“There were always capos in the camps - informers, who collaborated with the Nazis. 
Among kapos there were Germans, Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks, Georgians, Ukrainians, 
Frenchmen, Lithuanians, etc. Among the collaborators there were Gentiles, Jews and atheists, 
former professors, industrialists, artists, businessmen, workers and farmers. There were 
leftists and rightists among them, philosophers and God-seekers, Marxists and humanists, 


and common criminals, too. but not a single rabbi. [One Generation After, p. 189] 


In spring, 1944, when the last Jews of the Warsaw ghetto were waiting for their 
death, three rabbis got a chance to leave the ghetto together with their families and be 
saved. Only three rabbis remained in the ghetto, the others had already departed for 
Treblinka together with their communities. The last three, who remained were getting 


ready to go the same way. 
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One morning it was said: “There is an urgent matter”. They got together: Rabbi 
Menachem Zemba, the most outstanding of them, a great philosopher, Rabbi Shimshon 
Stockhamer and Rabbi David Shapira, the descendant of great wise and righteous men, 


the son-in-law of Warsaw’s oldest rabbi, rabbi Chaim-Yegoshua Gutsehechter. 


The messenger conveyed the offer of safety to the rabbis and concluded: “Think 
of it, hold council and give your answer”. They entered a room and sat down without 


uttering a word. They sat there not looking each other in the eyes and kept a long pause... 


It is hard to say how long their silence lasted... “Several minutes or several hours” 
rabbi David recollects. He was the youngest of them and he was the first to break the 
silence. “I am the youngest here. My word does not matter much here. It is evident, that 
we cannot help these people. Yet we are with them, we have not abandoned them, we 
encourage and support them. This is the only support we can offer. I have not got the 


power to abandon these people. Is it for us to hide away from God? He is everywhere”. 


That was what the youngest of them said and again silence filled the room. Then 
it was replaced with weeping. Not another word was said. They went out of the room and 


rabbi Menachem delivered their reply: “We are staying”. 


You know the end of-the story. Rabbi Menachem Zemba died on the days of 
Passover holiday, when the uprising was in full swing. Rabbi Shimshon Stockhamer was 
killed in Treblinka. Rabbi David Shapira was saved by a miracle. He was awarded a 


sorrowful title: the last rabbi of Warsaw. 


The World on Trial 


Who were those murderers, tormentors and hangmen who sent women, children 
and old men to death? Were they beasts? Monsters? No, they were human beings, They 
were fond of beautiful clothes and music, they loved their children. They read books and 
attended school where they learned that God had said to man: “Thou shalt not kill’. They 
also learned there that God’s words may be cancelled and altered. Brutalization of the 
whole nation and indifference of other nations to vicious crimes committed right in front 
of their eyes are direct result of the Christian teaching which proclaims that the law may 
be violated in the name of Jesus. So it might be violated in the name of the Führer or in 


the name of the revolution, and so forth. 
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“God made Jews become the Christians’ touchstone. The Almighty tested 
Western civilization with Israel and it failed the test. The memory of Nazism is an 


eternal, unwashable brand on the Christian nations” [Eliezer Berkovits, op. cit., p. 84). 


The death of six million people was not the Holocaust of the Jewish people alone, 
it marked the moral catastrophe of Western humanism. Can the society, which sired 


Oswiecim be called humane and civilized? 


Is it an accident that the Germans constructed nearly all their extermination camps 
in Poland? That was the most anti-Semitic and the most Catholic country - is it not a 
strange coincidence? - among those Hitler had conquered. If a miracle occurred and a 
Jew escaped from a camp, more often than not he was returned there by the civil 
population’s efforts. We cannot affirm that all Christians remained indifferent to the 
Nazi’s crimes. Quite a lot of them became active accomplices. A German soldier, a driver 


named Hefer tells about what happened in Babi Yar on September 29-30, 1941: 


“One day I was ordered to drive my truck to the country. A Ukrainian guide was 
assigned to me. On our way we overran a column of Jews with their belongings, who 
were walking in the same direction. There were whole families. The farther away from 
the city we drove, the more people walking in columns we met. Heaps of clothes lay in 
the large open field. Some Ukrainians met the arriving Jews - men, women and children. 
They directed the Jews from one place to another where the latter had to take off and put 
in heaps their clothes, shoes and even underwear. Everything happened very quickly and 
if someone was not quick enough the Ukrainians rushed him or her with kicks and slaps... 
Naked Jews were directed into a ravine 150 m. long, 30 m. wide and no less than 15 m. 
deep. Jews walked there through several narrow passages. When they came up to the 
edge of the ravine, SD men (einsatzgrup) seized them and placed them on top of the 
Jews who had already been shot dead. The corpses lay in neat rows. As soon as a Jew lay 
down an SD man armed with a submachine-gun came up to the Jew and shot him or her 
in the back of the head. The Jews walking down into the ravine saw it and were so 
shocked that they lost their ability to resist. Some of them meekly walked to a vacant 
place, laid themselves down and waited for the shot. Two soldiers with sub-machine guns 
conducted the execution, each one in his end of the ravine. I saw them standing on the 
corpse and shooting people one by one. It was like a conveyer belt which did not 
distinguish between men, women or children. Children remained with their mothers and 


were shot together with them. Some people stripped obediently, others tried to fight back; 
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heart tearing yells resounded in the air. The Ukrainians did not pay any attention to the 


noise. They hurriedly rushed the people through the passages and into the ravine”. 


Indeed we know dozens and dozens of cases when Gentiles showed readiness to 
help and even self sacrifice while saving Jews. We know that Jews found refuge in 
Gentile families and even Christian monasteries. We know that Mother Maria organized 
priests and laymen into a resistance group, they hid Jews away from the Gestapo; later 
the Nazis captured her and she found her death in a concentration camp. We know that 
the Falangist dictator of Spain, General Franco, and some other allies of Hitler 
(particularly the Italians and the Finns) refused to give up “their” Jews. We also 
remember two Righteous Gentiles, Carl Lutz and Raoul Wallenberg, who utilized their 


diplomatic immunity to save numerous Hungarian Jews. 


There is a staggering exhibit in the Yad Vashem Museum. A small white boat is 
kept under glass in a pavilion; (similar boats could be rented in Soviet parks). The Danes 
shipped about 5 thousand Jews, practically the whole Jewish community of Denmark into 
neutral Sweden in such boats, and saved them from death. Your heart sinks when you 
look at this toy of a boat. It looks so little. A tiny boat won a victory over a huge machine 
of extermination. If only the whole Gentile world had made a slight attempt at saving the 
Jews - there would have been no Holocaust. Yet the world remained indifferent. 
Moreover, the world thought that what was happening was quite normal, because 
Christianity is based on legalized suffering of the innocent. It took the deaths of six 


million people for a civilization based on Jesus’ teaching to be horrified at itself 


Was it horrified? As late as in 1990 an exhibition, dedicated to Anne Frank, a 
Jewish girl who had perished in Holland and had left an extraordinarily vivid and talented 
diary, translated into many languages, was exhibited in democratic Russia, influenced by 
Perestroika. Speaking at its opening, the spokesman of Moscow Patriarch Archbishop 
Cyril of Smolensk said for everyone to hear that the suffering and death of Jews in the 


Holocaust “had an atoning meaning”. 


After World War 2, the Vatican Council proclaimed with a special Edict that Jews 
were no longer “a God-damned” people and were acquitted of murdering Christ. In the 
Christians’ opinion Jews have “atoned” for Jesus’ blood with the blood of six million 
people. Even that decision was passed after a lot of arguing. It never occurred to the 


Christians how absurd it is to accuse people of the death of him whom they call their God. 
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Had he not come into this world to die? Had he not sacrificed himself? Had he not, 
according to their faith, come back to life on the third day after the execution? Can the 
death of one crucified person be compared to the murder of six million people, who wanted 
to live, not to die? The Christian notion that the murder of God is the worst of all crimes is 
a dangerous delusion. Actually homicide is the worst crime. Torturing one innocent child to 
death is far worse a crime than killing any “god.” Who will bear responsibility for 
conscious, lasting many centuries, pre-planned extermination of the Jews? If the Christians 
consider (or used to consider) this course of events to be just, that means that they were 


killing and are killing their god, irreversibly, without any hope for resurrection. 
The best of them realized that. Marina Tsvetayeva wrote about it: 
“Oh, Israel, with the last of your sons. We shall crucify Christ, indeed”. 


Before his death Pope John XXIII composed a prayer to be read in all Catholic 
Churches. He called it “The Act of Repentance”. “Now we do realize that for long 
centuries we have been blind and failed to see the beauty of the people You have chosen 
and did not recognize our brethren in them. We understand that Cain’s brand is on our 
foreheads. For centuries our brother Abel has lain in the blood we have been shedding 
and wept with tears we have caused, forgetting about Your love. Forgive us for 
condemning Jews. Forgive us for crucifying You for the second time in their image. We 


knew not what we were doing.” 


That prayer has not been admitted to the Catholic liturgy. After the Pope’s death 
it was buried in the Vatican archives. The Christian world is not ready for repentance, 
and the Holocaust has not taught Western society a thing. Amalek still lives and 


flourishes in it. 
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PART THREE 


Opening our eyes to Christianity's “new face” 


The shock of World War 2 undoubtedly left its mark on Christians. For the first 
time the Church spoke openly about freedom of conscience and tolerance of other faiths. 
The Vatican is even ready to recognize the rights of other confessions to exist and talk to 
their representatives in the language of diplomacy, not of threats and curses. There 
appeared a notion of “ecumenical Church” which unites the believers of the whole world, 
irrespective of what they believe in. Christians initiate conferences and meetings with 
other confessions and the term “fraternal religions” has become quite popular in mass 


media. (As you will recall, Edom was Jacob’s brother and Cain was Abel’s.) 


In a nutshell the Church has embarked on the road of democratization. Is the 


desire sincere? 


Unfortunately, the answer is to be found in politics. The historic situation has 
changed: the Church does not rule the world any longer. The moral decay of Western 
civilization has caused a mass desertion of Christian peoples from their faith. On the 
other hand the position of Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and (until recently) Communist 


ideologists has grown stronger. That made the Church speaks about tolerance. 


It is interesting to note that the first edict on tolerance of faith was passed in the 
Roman Empire by Constantine the Great. However, as soon as the Emperor adopted 


Christianity which became the official religion, tolerance was cancelled for lack of use. 


After sixteen centuries of totalitarian rule the Vatican declared freedom of 
conscience. At last Christianity is ready to accept the ideals familiar to the pagan peoples 


of the Ancient ages! 


Freedom of religion, as Christians see it, is also a political issue. It means, above 
all, freedom to propagate the “true faith” in Muslim, pagan, Communist, and former 
Communist states. At present the slogan of religious tolerance is turned against aggressive 


non-Christian forces, which have real power over the major portion of the planet. 


The Church cannot wave the sword any longer. It has to resolve to persuasion. 
Yet the objectives of that persuasion remain the same. One of them is salvation of “the 


lost sheep of the house of Israel”. Christians still want Jews to cease being Jews. The 
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main dogma of the Church proclaims: Jesus will not advent until the Jews convert to the 
Christian faith. In its essence it is a war aimed at extermination of Jewish people; this 
time not with the fires of Inquisition or gas chambers, but a quiet, bloodless one, spiced 


with speculation on the freedom of choice of faith. 


Isn’t a man free to choose his religion? In the above chapters we attempted to 
answer this question. We shall go on to narrate about the fates of the Jews who adopted 
Christianity. (There were quite a number of them among the prisoners of the 
extermination camps which did not save them from execution.) These are Christian 
missionaries who have the least right to speak about the freedom of choice. The idea of 
“ecumenistic religion” which knows “neither a Greek nor a Jew” has been used to deceive 
the Jews who have not the slightest notion of the faith of their own people. Where is the 
choice? To choose convictions one must at least know what to choose from. Otherwise all 


the declarations of the freedom of conscience are nothing but hypocrisy and deceit. 


There are no statistical data about the number of Jews Christians stole from their 
own people. Those, who have grown in assimilated families, deprived of the traditions of 
their fathers are called the stolen children. If we knew their number it would alarm us. On 
the other hand only a few of those who received a Jewish education and studied the Torah 


have been converted to Christianity. 


A legend tells how the Khazars gave up idolatry and adopted Judaism. This legend 
reflects the situation under which free choice was made. The Khazar kagan (king) is said to 
have invited a mullah, a rabbi, and a Christian priest to lay down the basic principles of his 
faith. The mullah was the first to speak: “At first God made the heaven and the earth, then 
He made the world and man. Man sinned and was driven away from Eden. Then lewdness 
settled in the world, and God unleashed the Flood. When Abraham was born the Jews 
appeared. The Torah has the description of all the events starting with the Creation. The 
Jews proved unworthy of their mission and God made the Arabs the chosen people and 
granted Mohammed the Koran.” The priest, speaking after the mullah, said: “At first God 
created the heaven and the earth. Then Adam was exiled from Eden, and then Jews 
appeared and on Mount Sinai God gave them the Torah which describes all the events from 
the Creation. Then the Jews did not recognize the Messiah and God turned away from them 
and granted the New Testament through Jesus”. The rabbi was the last to approach the 
throne. “Well,” said the kagan, “What came first?” Said the rabbi: “First God gave the Jews 
the Torah on Mount Sinai”. “He did not,” exclaimed the kagan, “for I know that first God 
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created heaven and earth!” “Where do you know it from?” asked the rabbi. “It’s written in 


the Torah”. “So I say,” the rabbi went on quietly,“first God granted the Jews the Torah.” 


It is an amusing story at the most, but the Khazars did embrace Judaism. At that 
time the Khazar state was no weaker than Kievan Russia, which, according to the legend, 


adopted Orthodox Christianity. 


Let us return to the Present Time. The “meek” Christians of today do not like to 
be reminded of pogroms and the Inquisition, now, they say the new face of Christianity 
has been revealed. How many faces can it possess? Will a new face, with a new 
expression, but not “genuine” appear in its place? Can we be assured that the Christian 
Church is ready to renounce those of its law-makers, who called for persecution and 
extermination of the Jews; those “saints”, whose feats boiled down to the struggle against 
Judaism and the Jews? Then they will have to write the New Testament anew, and that is 
unlikely to ever happen. What has the Church got to offer mankind, in keeping with its 
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old dogma? Jesus’ words are worth citing here!” A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” (Matt 7:18). No sooner had the Christian 
Church been established than it strived for maximum spread of its influence over the 
peoples of the world. Christians themselves call it salvation of souls, though it should be 
called by right, aspiration for world supremacy. For a time we shall stick to a more 


neutral and popular term: missionarism. 


The Missionary with Fire and Sword 


A missionary is a person sent to perform a mission. He got it straight from Jesus, 
who commanded his followers: “And he said unto them: Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15, 16). In other words a Christian must 
be possessed with two noble ideas, namely: to bring into the world the teaching which he 


considers to be the truth, and save mankind from the Gehenna of Fire. 


Missionarism was born on the same day as Christianity. It was quite alien to the 
pagans: even the most aggressive idolating civilizations showed more tolerance in this 
respect. For instance, when the Greeks conquered Judea, they did not destroy the Jewish 


Temple; they set up a statue of Zeus in it instead (thus desecrating the Temple). The 
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pagans did not demand that the peoples they had conquered should change their gods; it 
sufficed to know that the victors’ idols were “superior”. On the contrary, the christians 


forced their religion in all the lands they had conquered. 


What should be done with those who do not believe in Christian truth, and 
particularly in hellfire, and who prefer other ways and means of saving their souls? The 
notorious slogan comes to the writer’s mind: “With an iron hand we shall drive mankind into 


a happy future”. The iron hand has not once given in since the Church first came into power. 


Irreligious Israelis who wax indignant about a stone hurled at a passing car on 
Shabbat, asserting that it does not enhance the appeal of Judaism but produces the 
opposite effect, should bear in mind that a sword at one’s throat causes no upsurge of 
love and confidence in the teachings of Jesus. Throughout the whole term of being in 
power the Church used the bonfire and the sword to save people’s souls. One may 


suggest that other means proved unconvincing. 


The focus of the Christians’ “saving activities” was directed to no one more 
forcibly than to the Jews: “But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 
10:6). In the above chapters we have investigated political and ideological reasons for 


this choice. Now, let us dwell upon the pathways of missionarism. 


One of the most graphic examples of relations between Christians and Jews is to 
be found in the history of the Jewish community of Spain. After the destruction of the 
Second Temple Jews spread widely over that country and for centuries the Jewish 
Diaspora in Spain had been considered the most prosperous and wealthy. It was there that 
the “golden age” of Jewish poetry, literature and philosophy came to blossom. Yet the 
centuries-long history of Spanish Jews is one of oppression and persecution, humiliation 


and despair, cowardice and courage. 


It did not take the Spanish Jews long to draw the Christians’ anger on themselves. 
They were the only people in the country to have preserved their bid faith. That fact 
insulted the authority of Spanish rules and clerics who were gaining power. In 613 King 
Sizebut ruled that all the Jews should either adopt Christianity or leave the country. 
Thousands of Jews preferred fake baptism to exile from Spain. However the majority of 
the Jewish population remained loyal to their religion. The people took the traveler’s road 


and became refugees, but did not betray the faith of their fathers. 
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During the two centuries that are traditionally called “the golden age” of Spanish 
Jewry, the country was ruled by the Moors, who professed Islam. The Jews enjoyed a 
quiet life under the Moors, although the latter started persecuting them by the end of their 
rule. Then the Moors were driven away and the country returned to the Christians. It was 
in ruins and the treasury of the new rulers had been emptied by wars. The king and the 
princes were obliged to turn to the Jews for help. Jewish advisers and ministers found 
their way into royal Christian courts. They used their positions of power to defend the 
people of their faith from intrigues with the priests who sowed the seeds of hatred and 
enmity for the sons of Israel. Some time passed and even the high-ranking Jews turned 
out to be impotent against instigations and venomous preaching of the priests and 
noblemen who could not put up with the influence of the Jews upon the economic of the 
country. Holy fathers came to the synagogues to preach against Judaism. No one dared to 
reply as it might cost a man his life. Public insult of Jews became an everyday routine. In 


this way the clergy prepared the ground for more active deeds. 


In 1391, a hundred and one years before the Jews were exiled from Spain, 
pogroms started in dozens of Jewish communities. From dozens of thousands of Jews in 
Cordova only a handful survived - those who had converted to Christianity. The Jewish 
quarters of that city, which had been considered the most beautiful in Cordova were 
brought to the ground and turned into a heap of rubbish. From Cordova the epidemic of 


pogroms spread to other cities and over 100,000 Jews were killed by Christian fanatics. 


Those pogroms and unceasing threats broke the spirit of many a Jew. As opposed 
to the ever suffering and persecuted Jews of France and Germany, the Jews of Spain had 
got used to a rich and secure life. They lacked the hardiness of other European Jews and 
so mass conversion of Jews into Christianity started. There were leaders of communities 
among the converts, too. At that gloomy time the number of baptized Jews exceeded 
200,000. Most of them broke all ties with the communities of their tribesmen, while 
others tried to preserve covert contacts, as they had been baptized for the form’s sake and 


continued to remain loyal to the faith of their ancestors, though secretly. 


It was a unique occurrence in the history of the Jewish people. Never before or 
afterwards did such a massed conversion to Christianity take place. You must not forget 
that, as a rule, they had to choose not between baptism and life (death), but between 


baptism and exile. What was the matter? 
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Many philosophers see the reason for it in the fondness the educated Spanish Jews 
had developed for Greek and Roman philosophy; it had subverted their faith. Here is 


what Rabbi Joseph Javetz, who was among the Jews exiled from Spain, writes: 


“Those, who took pride in being “learned”, nearly all covered themselves with 
shame on the bitter day of trial. On the contrary, common peoples who had not engaged 
in discussing lofty matters, selflessly brought their lives and their possessions to the altar. 
It is a sound proof of the fact, that blessed are those, who do not attribute themselves to 
the select ones, but remain simple and open-hearted people. That purity and integrity of 
soul saved them from fatal errors, as the Scripture says: “The Lord preserveth the simple” 
(Tehilim-Psalms, 116:6). The Torah narrates that when our forefather Yaakov was 
fighting the angel, the latter asked him for his name. Yaakov gave his name and asked in 
his turn: “Tell me your name”. The angel replied: “Wherefore is it that thou dost ask 
after my name?” (Genesis 32:29). From this episode our teachers draw a conclusion that 
we should not plunge into learning the customs and beliefs of the peoples of the world, 
but should, above all, know “our own name”. Many Spanish Jews allowed themselves to 
be “someone else” and, as a result, they ceased being themselves, i. e. Jews. It has been 
noted, that the richest are most liable to assimilation - copying the mode of life of the 
surrounding population. The Jewish community of Spain was much richer than other 
European Jewish communities. That also caused a mass desertion of the faith which was 


punished with exile from the country and the misfortunes that followed. 


Needless to say, that story repeated itself. In the first half of the 20th century the 
Jewish community of Germany was considered the most prosperous and it was there that 
baptism and assimilation spread. The assimilated Jews of Germany were the first to utter 
loud and clear a call to make not Saturday, but Sunday a day of rest “like all normal 
people have it”. Their motto was “To be a Jew at home and a human being outdoors”. 
Thus they agreed that a Jew was not quite a normal person. We know all too well what 
the “normal human beings” soon did to the Jews, including those, who rested on Sunday, 


went to church, and in their hearts considered themselves to be Germans. 


Nowadays Jews live quite safely in the USA. It would not occur to anyone that 
genocide against the Jewish population may start in that democratic country. Yet 
analogies involuntarily come to the mind: German Jews called themselves Germans, 
(likewise many American Jews call themselves Americans), German Jews regarded 


Germany as a cultural and civilized country, where persecution of people for national 
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reasons was impossible in principle (at that time no one thought of exterminating people 
for that reason yet)... The comparison of his country to Hitler’s Reich will make each 
American, including Jews, indignant. They have all the rights for that. It is really 
absolutely groundless. Yet, the ways of history are inscrutable to us. In many aspects they 
are determined by our behavior and the fate of America also depends on American Jews’ 


recognition of their place in the human society and their responsibility. 


A hundred years before the exile, the Jewish culture in Spain was almost 
destroyed. Many Jews fled from the country. Everyone was aware a disaster was coming. 
The “New Christians” who wanted to find rescue from physical peril in the church, failed 
to obtain solace. They, the conversos , numbered 250,000 and nearly all of them 
belonged to the rich strata of population. They were completely cut off from those who 
had remained loyal to Judaism; indeed, they scarcely maintained contact with each other, 
fearing that they might be suspected of adhering in secret to the old faith. On the other 
hand, “Old Christian” families did not fully accept them, usually mistrusting and often 
hating the conversos. Jealous and malicious “Old Christians” even kept watch on 
conversos by day and by night, in the hope of detecting some suspicious behavior that 
would justify denouncing them to the Inquisition as crypto-Jews. These neophytes 
were called Marranos, i.e., “pigs” growing fat on other people’s labor, and the only use 


one had for a pig was to slaughter the beast and make a good meal of it ... 


Those, who went on being Jews overtly, expected to be exiled from the country from 
day to day, while the Marranos faced the danger of perishing on the bonfire. Some of them 
were found to be performing the rites of Judaism in secret, others were falsely accused of it 


by their enemies, who wanted to get rid of competitors and appropriate their belongings. 


Eighteen years prior to the exile Tomas de Torquemada, the most relentless of 
inquisitors, directed the so-called Holy Office. He turned the Inquisition, an arm of the 
Church appointed to combat “heresy,” into a secret police force that drew the whole of 
society into its net. Investigating the behavior of “New Christians” became its chief 
objective in Spain, Portugal, and their overseas dominions. Thousands of Marrano 
“judaizers” were sentenced to death and tens of thousands were subjected to torture. 
When forced confessions showed that many conversos had remained loyal to the Torah 


and Judaism, the hounding of those who had so far escaped investigation was accelerated. 
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The fate of the Marranos, as well as that of the German assimilated Jews, proves 
once again that betrayal of the faith never helped the Jews to pass for friends in the alien 
worlds. Close scrutiny of the pedigree in search of a Jewish great-great-grandfather was 
not Hitler’s invention either. Torquemada based his struggle against heretics on finding 
their Jewish ancestors. A Jew will never get a chance to forget who he is; no matter how 
hard he desires it. Many of those, who at the moment of weakness had adopted 
Christianity, returned to the faith of their ancestors and to their people in the dungeons of 
the Inquisition, on the eve of their execution. Rabbi Isaac Arama wrote in his book 
Akedat Yitzhak (“The Binding of Isaac”), “Albeit they had mixed up with other peoples... 
their smoke and ashes soared to the sky throughout the whole of Spain and the islands 
under her rule. One third has been burnt on the fires, one third has fled, and the rest lived 


in the greatest fear of what they had seen with their own eyes.” 


Thus, in the horrible years of medieval persecution, Jews faced the choice of 
either disavowing their people and dying with the label of “swine” or of accepting death 
and praising the Name of God, as myriads of faithful Jews had done century after 


century. Such was the case throughout Europe at that time. 


In 1421 Prince Albert V, who was at that time the ruler of Austria made up his 
mind to have the Jews baptized. Encountering refusal, he exiled the poor ones from the 
country and subjected the rich ones to tortures. That did not help, either. Then the Prince 
decided to follow the advice of some baptized Jew and convert Jewish children into 
Christianity by force. The Jews gathered in one of Vienna’s synagogues to decide what to 
do. Unanimously they decided not to give away their children, but perish together for the 
sake of praising God’s name. We must mention that in the opinion of the majority of 
experts in the Law those hapless people should not have killed themselves and their 
children. The Talmud says: “He, Who gave you the soul has the right to take it back”. 


There were precedents when people survived in similar situations. 


The writer A. S. Friedberg describes in his short story a similar tragedy, which 
took place in Worms during the First Crusade. Pursued by Crusaders, the Jews found 
refuge in the Bishop’s house, who promised to defend them. The pogrom-minded mob 
demanded the Jews’ blood or their baptism. The Bishop thought that was the only way 
out. He attempted to persuade the Jews to adopt Christianity in order to save their lives 


and the rabbi asked to be given two hours for them to take a decision. 
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“As soon as the Bishop left the room my father hurried to shut the doors tightly. Then he 


gathered everyone who was in the room around himself and said: 


Listen to me, brethren, and let God hear us. It was neither a faint heart nor poor faith 
that made me ask for a delay; I did it to give you time to prepare your souls for death in the 
name of the Almighty. First of all I have the duty of the community’s pastor to perform. Our 
holy books say: “When thou quest out to battle against thine enemy... the priest shall 
approach and speak unto the people, and shall say unto them, Hear, 0, Israel, ye approach 
this day unto battle against your enemies: let not your heart faint, fear not!.. And the officers 
shall speak unto the people, saying, what man is there that is fearful and faint-hearted? Let 
him go and return into his house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his heart” 
(Deuteronomy, 20:1-3, 5, 8). We are all going out to battle, the battle of good versus evil. In 
God’s name I’m calling on you: if someone lacks the courage to give up this temporal life 
for the eternal life, let him leave us and go out of the castle quietly, as the Almighty does not 
need a sacrifice made half-heartedly. Those who are prepared to sacrifice their souls to God, 


let them raise both arms and exclaim: “Into Your hands I commend my soul!” 


“- Into Your hands I commend my soul, uttered all the lips in unison and a forest 


of arms rose.” 


“Now, brothers and sisters, take courage in your holy faith to the last moment! 
Good for you, that you have chosen good, trading the temporal life for life eternal and left 
the vale of sorrow, to travel in the Divine light. Our wise men say that this world is like a 
corridor before the entrance to the palace. Prepare yourself in the corridor to enter the 
palace. Now, my brethren, before we give our souls back to God, let us sanctify ourselves 
with the call: “Hear, 0 Israel!” as we give up our lives for the sake of our holy faith. Let 
each man stab his wife and children and then we will cast lots which of us will have to kill 


the others and then take his own life... I will be the first to start - with my beloved son...” 


No, our teacher, exclaimed everyone. You must not start, for who will give us 


courage at the last minute?” 


Let it be your way,” agreed the father and proclaimed in a louder voice: Hear, 0 
Israel: the Lord our God is the only Lord!” The people repeated those words loudly from 
all their hearts. Then each man gathered his family around himself But before the fathers 
commenced their terrible work, my father appealed to the children: “Holy flock! Do you 


agree to die in the name of God, as the sons of Israel should?” From all sides there came 
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thin voices, like a reed-pipe tune: “Yes, yes, yes!” “The children offered their necks and 
died silently from the hands of their fathers, noiselessly commending their souls to God. 


The bloody sword passed from hand to hand. 


“Pray, my husband, my mother spoke to my father, kill me first so that I might not 


see the death of our son.” 


She put her arms around my neck and kissed me. She blessed me. Then she 
kneeled down and exclaimed: “Into Your hands I commend my soul, for You have 


delivered me and You are God the true Lord.” And she offered her neck to my father. 


My father wanted to stab me after her, but a girl named Sarah, an orphan, whose 
parents had died praising God’s name and whom we had adopted came up to him. Pray, 
have mercy for me and kill me before your son lest your hand should tremble after you 
kill your own son. Then there will be no man who will have pity for me and kill me as 


everyone is dead already.” 


Oh, poor child, he said, wiping away the tears, you want to take death from my 


hand, too. Is that why you looked for refuge in my house?” 


I do not regret it for a single moment, the girl replied and a smile played on her 
lips. I would rather die from the hand of our pastor and teacher than from the hands of 


those cruel monsters.” 
With those words she offered her neck to my father. 


The bird finds its dwelling and the swallow - its nest, where it puts its little ones. I 
find it at your altars, oh, Lord, my father exclaimed, turning to me. He was holding a 
blood-covered knife but his hands were trembling and his eyes had gone blank. Oh, Lord, 


give me strength, affirm me!” He raised the knife and fell unconscious on the ground. 


I started shouting, calling his name, tried to raise my father - in vain: he was dead. 
His heart had given in.” [In the Name of the Faith, pp 55-58] 

Forced baptism had not been popular in Russia until 1827 when Tsar Nicholas I 
passed a law canceling the right of the Jews for paying ransom to avoid military service. 
The Jewish young men were liable for draft to the Russian army where the term of service 
was 25 years. Moreover, it was ruled to draft them at the age of 12 to let them get 


accustomed to the military order and make real soldiers out of them. Practically, boys aged 
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10, 8 or even 7 could find themselves in the army. They were called cantonists and their 


history makes up a special page in the life of our people - a page of bitterness and courage. 


The tsar showed much interest in baptizing Jewish children and was obliged to use all 
means to achieve that objective. There was a good formal cause for it - the soldiers took oath 


to serve “the faith, the Tsar and the Fatherland”. Consequently they had to become Christians. 


The pressure increased early in the 60s when the Government took up the “Jewish 
issue”. The Tsar ordered the “Holy Synod” to publish new instructions for the priests of 
the cantonists’ units, which obliged them to speed up the process of preparation for their 
conversion into Christianity. While from one third to a half of the cantonists had been 
baptized prior to that period, in the 40s whole contingencies of some units were baptized. 
The price of the total baptism was much too high: more and more often Jewish boys 


sacrificed their lives in the name of their faith. 


In his reminiscences a former cantonist narrates that in 1845 only two Jews 
remained in his unit. All the others refused to be baptized and committed suicide: three 
boys stabled themselves to death, two hanged themselves, and several more were 


drowned in the river. 


We know of quite a few instances of collective suicide during the solemn 
ceremonies of baptism, when the children were plunged into the water. There were also 
cantonists who pretended to adopt Christianity after long persecutions, but remained 
secretly loyal to Judaism. On being exposed the young men were sent to far- off 


monasteries “for correction”. 
As a rule, the Jewish children’s “conversion into the true faith” took place as follows: 


“The battalion commander ordered us to march out of the church in a column. We 
followed him. A quarter of an hour later we came to the river. Unit commander Borkov 


and the priests were waiting for us there. “Strip!" came the order. "Into the water!" 


We stripped and stepped into the water trembling. All the time the priests were 
praying loudly. Then we formed a column again and Major Bogorov, a middle-aged 
country man with the face swollen as a result of hard drinking read a list of our names 


and proclaimed: “From now on you are not Chaim, you are Philip Mikhailov. Got it?” 
Chaim kept silent. 


And your name is Nikifor Nikolayev, not Boruch. Get it? 
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In this way he called all of us - one by one. 


Afterwards Father Nikolai informed us that we had been subjected to “holy 


baptism”, and from that moment on we were not Jews, but true Orthodox Christians.” 
[E. Leshchinsky, Reminiscences of a Soldier of Tsar Nicholas] 


The majority of those who had been baptized by force went on considering 
themselves Jews. The power of faith those boys possessed was amazing. Neither 


promises, nor threats nor punishment could break their spirit. 


Here comes the character from Yehudah Steinberg’s novel Ba-Yamim Ha-Hem 


("In Those Days,” 1906), a cantonist named Yakov. 


Jakov was 15 years of age when he was taken away from home where his main 
occupation was studying the Torah. We had lost count of days long ago, but Jakov took pride 
in recognizing all the days “by colour and smell” and above all - the eve of the holy Sabbath. 
His comrades confirmed it was real truth. He also took pride in having made a Jewish calendar 


and, consequently, in knowing when each holiday came and observing them all secretly. 


Jakov and his comrades were given to the families of Russian peasants to be 
brought up in Russian Orthodox traditions. While herding the horses at night they share 


the experiences of that “upbringing”: 


Look here, kid, I don’t know if you have descended the seven stairs to hell like we 
have. Did they spread medicine all over your body and put you on the upper shelf of the 
bathhouse, into the stifling heat? Did they beat you with birch rods for whispering 
“Modeh ani”? Did they make you kneel on sharp pebbles when you refused to kiss the 
cross and icons? Did the tormentors detect you kissing the tzitzit and give you as many 
birch rods as there are threads in it? Still, not a day has passed without our repeating the 
prayer “Modeh ani”. We never tasted pork no matter how they punished us for it. But 
one fine day they stopped beating us and gave us no food except pork. We fasted for two 
days, and lived without bread or water. Do you see little Shmulik here? He tried to eat 


grass that grew in the yard... 


The Jews who mark Yom Kippur (the day of atonement) with a dinner in a non- 
kosher restaurant should remember Shmulik, the little cantonist, who could easily be their 
great-grandfather, had he survived. They should remember the thirteen-year-old boys 


who observed kashrut in the concentration camps. 
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Would the assimilated Jews of today dare to discuss “freedom of conscience” 


with them? 


The Judaizing heresy - what Christians choose to ignore 


We have already observed that the idea of missionarism was born within the 


Christian religion. The pagan world did not know it and it is unacceptable to Judaism. 


But for one historic instance the Jews have never either promoted or forced their 
faith upon others. The reason for it was not contempt for other peoples. Any man can 
convert to Judaism. Yet it requires a long preparation and, it is a tradition to dissuade a 


non-Jew who has made up his mind to convert to Judaism. Why? 


All the peoples of the world have been granted “The Laws of Noah’s Sons”. They 
are seven in number and to observe them one must be an honest and decent man, i. e. not 
to kill, steal, fornicate or worship idols, etc. Those who observe these laws are considered 


to be righteous men. 


The Jews, for their part, have 613 Commandments and observing the majority of 
them requires much more effort, time and conviction, than observing the Laws given to 
the peoples of the world. A convert to Judaism, no matter how good a man he is, always 
faces the hazard of failing to stand this burden; he may start violating Jewish laws - in 


other words - sinning. Why turn a righteous man into a sinner? 


In his Antiquities of the Jews (13:257, 258) Josephus Flavius tells how King 
Hyrcanus I, who reigned early in the 2nd century BCE, forced the Idumeans, a small 
nation living in the South-Eastern part of the Land of Israel, to adopt Judaism purely for 


political reasons. Many modern scholars doubt the authenticity of that story.* 


[* See, for example, Aryeh Kasher’s book, Jews, Idumeans and Ancient Arabs, pp 50- 
76]. If that is true, it would be more in order of events to call Jews themselves the 
victims of that operation. The Romans appointed what we might call now “puppet rulers” 
of Judea from among the Idumeans (formally Jews, but actually, their haters). The latter 
remained loyal to the Roman Empire, not to the Jewish people. King Herod, notorious for 
his cruelty, was an Idumean by descent. He alone suffices for the Jews to remember, what 


forced conversion into a different faith can lead to. 


However opposite examples are known in History. Despite its complicated rites 


Judaism attracted numerous non-Jews with its central idea, in which the cleverest people 
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of all times would see the only truth - namely, the idea of the Only One Creator. Just and 
precise moral and judicial laws of the people of Israel also attracted both individual non- 
Jews and whole communities. It is common knowledge that Judaism became the state 
religion of the Khazar empire or Kaganate. Yet, only a few people know, that many years 
earlier, at the beginning of our epoch (right at the time when Christianity was born) the 
people of the tiny state of Adiabene in Northern Mesopotamia, headed by their Queen 
Helena, adopted Judaism. Adiabene had assisted Judea in wars against its numerous 


enemies and had remained its loyal ally until it was destroyed by the barbarians. 


What is the aim of this new digression into the History of Judaism? To tell you 
what the Christians prefer not to mention, namely: not only did the Church strive to 
attract Jews, it had to oppose the influence of Judaism in its own domain. Mind you, the 


Jews never spread that influence, although they were accused of doing so. 


Throughout the whole History of Christianity there existed various sects which 
side stepped to some extent from the dogma of the Church toward Moses’s Laws or even 
identified themselves with the Jews. The collective term for them is “Hebrew-wise” 
[Judaizers!], although Christian ideologists often used it to denote all heretics without 
distinction, even when their heresy had nothing to do with Judaism or the Jews. For 
instance, in the 7th-9th centuries iconoclasts, who proceeded from the Second 
Commandment (“Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image ) and reftised to worship icons were called Hebrew-wise. 
Simultaneously there existed the sect of Aphyngans (which means estranged in Greek). 
They accepted baptism, but lived according to the laws of the Torah; the only 
commandment they did not observe was circumcision. People of Jewish origin alone 
were appointed the sect’s spiritual and civil leaders. The Albigenses who lived in Italy 
and France in the 12th- 13th centuries were also called Hebrew-wise. They denied Jesus’ 


divinity. The Inquisition exterminated them in the 13th - early 14th centuries. 


In the first half of the 13th century a sect of “Hebrew-wise” existed in many 
towns of Burgundy. Its members observed Sabbath and rejected the rite of baptism. The 


Church severely persecuted local Jews whom the clerics suspected of founding that sect. 


Early in the 14th century the “Hebrew-wise” of Bulgaria rejected the clerical 


authority, the communion, the icons and the priests. They were exterminated in the 
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implementation of the sentence passed by the Council, convened by King Ivan 


Alexander; the Jews of Bulgaria were punished with the ban for possessing realty. 


In the 15th - early 16th centuries the heresy of the Hebrew-wise spread about 
Novgorod and Moscow. After it was routed some of its members fled to Lithuania where 


they adopted Judaism. 


In the epoch of Reformation and Counter-Reformation “Hebrew-wise” was an 
obscenity; adversaries branded each other with it without paying a heed to its actual 
meaning. The Polish Catholics used it to abuse [Socinian] Unitarians who rejected the 
dogma of the Trinity and Christ’s divinity. However, genuine “Hebrew-wise” appeared 
among the Poles, too. A noble Catholic lady, accused of that heresy, was burned at the 
stake in Krakow in 1539. 


In the 80s of the 16th century the Sombatos sabbatarians (from the Hebrew 
shomrey shabat- “observing Sabbath”) appeared in Transyilvania. Its members observed 
Sabbath, Jewish holidays and - partially - kashrut, and rejected the majority of the 
Christian dogmas, although they recognized Jesus as the Messiah. As time passed they 
digressed farther and farther away from Christianity. In the 17th century the sect had 
20,000 members. Their persecution started in 1638. They were deprived of their property, 
arrested and executed. Many of them fled to Turkey where they adopted Judaism. Late in 
the 19th century the “Sombatos”, who had remained in Hungary became proselytes and 


mixed up with the Jewish population. 


The medieval Inquisition had a good reason for prohibiting laymen to read the 
Bible. It was studying the “Old Testament” by the Puritans of England (16th century) and 
America (17th century) that triggered the appearance of the Hebrew-wise among them. 
Their radicals demanded the language of the Tanach be introduced into the church 
service, Sabbath be observed, using blood for food be prohibited, constitution be based 


on the Torah’s Commandments, etc. Finally, many of them adopted Judaism. 


I would like to dwell in passing on the origin of the term “Jew-Masons”. Indeed, 
since the 18th century the Masons have been erroneously called “Hebrew-wise”’, because 
some of them admitted Jews to their lodges, demanded the “Laws of Noah’s Sons” be 
observed and used elements of Hebraic symbols, Hebrew words and engaged in the study 


of the cabala, etc. 
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By the early 19th century followers of various “Hebrew-wise” sects had been 
discovered in Russia. Some of them maintained, they had been professing their faith 


“from times immemorial”. 


In the first half of the 20th century the “Hebrew-wise” appeared in a San Nicandro, 
a village in Southern Italy, where a certain vine-grower started preaching “the truth of 
Moses’ Law” and the need to convert to Judaism. The Italian Rabbis’ Council recognized 


adoption of Judaism by 23 families in 1944. In 1949 the latter moved to Israel. 


The General Census of Population in Mexico showed there were less than 30,000 
Jews in the country, but 117,500 Israelitas, indigenous Christians who observed some of 


the Torah’s Commandments. 


Early in the 1970s a group of Orthodox Christians from Gagauz villages of 
Southern Moldavia (the former USSR) who preferred Judaism changed a number of 
Protestant sects. The members of that confession had undergone circumcision, they 


observed kashrut and tried to create an Orthodox community. 


Early in the 1980s the nuns of the “Holy Virgin’s Younger Sisters” Monastery 
(Chalons-sur-Seine, France), induced by their Mother Superior, Marie-Catherine Senech, the 
daughter of baptized Jews, started maintaining kashrut (partially), lighting Sabbath candles 


and attaching a mezuzah to the Monastery gate. There are many more examples of this kind. 


We want to emphasize that the “Hebrew-wise” are neither Jews nor proselytes, 
who have been converted into the Jewish faith, but Christians who voluntarily observe 
some of the Torah’s Commandments. No one forced them to do so; on the contrary, the 
Church persecuted them furiously. The number of such people in different epochs and in 
different countries witnesses to the tremendous authority the Torah enjoys among the 
peoples of the world. It was not accidental when the Church slandered the Jews trying to 
soil Judaism in the eyes of common people. It was not for nothing that Christians proved 
their rightness to the Jews with a sword and a torch. The few “show” disputes between 
Christians and Jews often became a cause for reprisals against the Jews who had dared to 
contradict the arguments of the "holy fathers”. They were lucky when the discussion was 
interrupted in mid-word as was the case with Ramban’s (Nachmanide’s) dispute, arranged 
by the King of Aragon in Barcelona in 1263. Yet the missionaries did not always resort to 


violence and compulsion. Otherwise it would be senseless to write this book. 
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The Missionary with a Smile and a Book 


To state that the Church passed over to peaceful means of achieving its goals only 
when it had lost political power is not altogether true to life. Both the stick and the carrot 
have always been organic to the Christian strategy. Both missionaries and, sometimes 
rulers of Christian’s nations used the “carrot”. For instance, influenced by Christian 
mysticism, Tsar Alexander I of Russia promised baptized Jews a number of privileges to 


attract as many “lost sheep” to Jesus as possible. It did not impress Russia’s Jews, though. 


The work of British missionary societies offers a good view of “peaceful” 
missionary activities among the Jews. Both the number of such societies and the amount 
of money allocated for missionary propaganda make Britain the leader of the Christian 


Missionary Effort. 


The British Mission was founded early in the 19th century during the war against 
Napoleon. In August, 1808 Mr. Joseph Samuel Christian Frey initiated the foundation of 
the “London Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews”. Paragraph One of its 
Charter urged to “visit the sick and the miserable, instruct the ignorant particularly from 
among the Jewish nation”. The last instruction must be induced by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews: “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have needed 
that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God” (Heb, 5:12). 
The London Society dealt in charity and preaching. In London’s Jewish quarters the 
missionaries distributed Christian pamphlets and books, started a Sunday school for 
adults, a free school for children of all confessions, an orphanage for Jewish children, 
where they were prepared for baptism. (Sounds familiar, does it not? Distribution of 
Gospels in the streets, ulpans at the Christian Embassy? This time it is not London of the 


19th century, but Present Time Jewish section of Jerusalem.) 


The missionaries had to deal with the problem of the proselytes’ employment at 
once, because a baptized Jew was automatically cast out of the Jewish community and 
could not earn his living with his old trade. That was why special shops and factories 
were established for them. Thus we have a standing missionary’s set: distribution of 


pamphlets, sermons, schools, orphanages, factories - which is still in use nowadays. 


Soon after its establishment, the British Mission opened branch offices in a number 
of European countries, as well as a library and a seminary to train missionaries. In this way 


the dissemination of Jesus’ oracles among the Jews became a discipline and a profession. 
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Wishing to spread the New Testament among the Jews, the London Society 
performed its translation into Hebrew. By 1886, 50,000 copies of that translation had 
been handed out. In 1820 the New Testament was translated into Yiddish. The 
missionaries did their best to distribute the Old Testament, i.e. our Holy Scripture, among 
the Jews, thinking, that the harder the Jews read the Bible, the sooner they would believe 


that Jesus was the Messiah, foretold by the prophets. 


McCall’s Nethivoth Olam or the True Israelite, published in 1836 and translated 
into Dutch, German, French, Italian, Hebrew, Yiddish and Ladino, was the most popular 
(with the missionaries, not with the Jews) among the Christian agitprop treatise. All the 
missionary publications attempted to convince the Jews that by coming to the lap of the 
Church they would save both themselves and the whole world. They never took the 
trouble to find out what the Jews thought about it. With equal zeal they strained “to 


instruct the ignorant”: both the Torah’s wise men and the African savage tribes. 


By the end of the 19th century each branch of the British Mission was headed by 
a preacher who received stable wages. The system developed and it is hard to evaluate 
the results of their activities as the missionaries used to exaggerate the number of the new 


converts in their reports. 


The number of German Jews converted to Christianity in the 1830s was estimated 
as “rather high”. Yet this height is quite relative. During the whole 19th century the 
Berlin Branch of the London Society converted about 400 Jews. 


Proselytes were mostly recruited from the poorest strata of the society, from 
among the desperate, degraded people, ready to trade their faith and their conscience for a 
piece of bread. Few of them became real Christians and the missionaries got instructions 


to be more careful while selecting Jesus’ new servants. 


In Rumania the missionaries opened a number of schools. In 1865, 303 students 
attended them - an impressing figure, which diminished more than by half as soon as 


good Jewish schools appeared. 


One of the most attractive baits the missionaries offered was free medical aid. 
Thus, in 1840 a missionary doctor was specially sent to Constantinople to agitate “for 
Jesus” among the poorest Jews from Russia, whom he treated for nothing. In 1820 the 


London Society reached Palestine. In 1843 it established a well equipped hospital, the 
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first in the country, which served, as the missionaries put it, an excellent institution of 


“conversion” (not of treatment, as one might expect). 


Late in the 19th century thousands of Jews fled to the Land of Israel seeking refuge 
from the Rumanian Government. The number of ohm from Russia increased, too. All those 
poor, tormented, persecuted people willy-nilly had to accept help from the missionaries. 
Yet, despite large-scale propaganda and massive material aid, the results the missionaries 
achieved in Jerusalem were quite modest. A top-ranking official of the London Society 
wrote, that “during the last six years expenditures for the Jerusalem Mission have 


amounted to £5,400 annually, it employed 22 agents, yet it has not baptized a single Jew”. 


The agents of another British society, “Mildmay Mission” attempted to distribute 
the Hebrew translation of the New Testament in Russia, Austria, Rumania and other 
European countries. Two thousand copies of it were sent to the rabbis. The distributors’ 
report said that the Jews took the copies of the translation in thousands and destroyed 


them at once. 


The attempts of British missionaries to establish colonies in Russia and Poland for 
settlement and employment of baptized Jews were not encouraged by the local 
authorities. Catholic and Russian Orthodox clerics were afraid of the influence the 
Anglican Church might produce on “their” Jews. Besides, as the church authorities justly 


observed, the proselytes tended to establish new sects or return to Jewry. 


Summing up the results the missionaries achieved in the past century we may say, 
that they were not quite a success. However there is no reason to rejoice, either. First, the 
several thousand souls that left our nation or were torn away from it are our pain and 
shame - it does not really matter that their number was quite few as compared with the 


total strength of our people. Second, the missionaries ‘lucky hour’ was still to come. 


The Calamity of Assimilation 


They say that assimilation has inflicted worse losses on Jews than the Holocaust 
of World War H. Lots of books have been written about the Holocaust but much less has 
been written about Assimilation, and the few books written are mostly fiction. No one has 
attempted seriously to investigate the reasons and pathways of this bloodless catastrophe, 
this disease that silently exterminates our people. Why is it that both in the former 


totalitarian Soviet Union where every faith has been persecuted for decades and in the 
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democratic USA thousands of Jews are equally alienated from what has been called the 


Jewish mode of life since times immemorial? 


Why did the youths of Russian town lets of the former Pale, whom a miracle had 
helped to survive pogroms, and the children of European bankers who went to the best 
universities cast away the traditions of their fathers like something obsolete and shameful? 
Why can an educated man declare: “I am irreligious, but I respect the traditions” and fail 
to notice that it sounds like “I respect cleanliness, but I do not wash myself”? Why those, 
who do not conceal their Jewish origin and are proud of it, do not know what shofar, 


mezuzah, Tefillin or tzitzit mean? These questions are crying for an answer. 


It is not our task to investigate the reasons of assimilation. In the following 
chapter we will dwell upon the influence of the so-called world culture upon the Jewish 
conscience. Meanwhile let us examine the consequences of the tragic situation when 
millions of Jews of the 20th century are estranged from their faith, deprived of their 
national memory and dispersed among other peoples not only geographically, but 


spiritually, as well. 


A Jew without his faith makes no sense. There are no atheist Jews even if they 
regard themselves as such. A Jewish soul is constantly tormented by the aspiration for 


truth, sanctity and divine light. 


A Jew, cut off from his roots, by the cruel fate, brought up in internationalist 
“omnivorousness” starts looking for his keys under the lantern, i.e. where there is more 
light... Simply speaking, having lost his national spirituality, he gral at the first one he can 
put his hands on. An American rabbi, who has done a lot for bringing Jews back to their 
faith, remarked bitterly, that Jews made up nearly half of every fashionable sect he had 
encountered, no matter who they were: Buddhists, Krishnaites, or followers of some 
gurus. Longing for the Divine light which they had lost brought them there. Naturally 
Christianity which permeated the whole western culture was the closest to the Jews of 
Europe and America. Even more so because it contained some glimpses of the intimate, 
the genuine, their very own. Single Jews, dozens at the most have managed to experience 
Christianity and separate the husk from the grain, to find the truth and come back to the 
faith of their forefathers, while hundreds and thousands have failed. 


That is the American scenario. Things were different in Russia. First there came a 


crushing blow against the religion when teachers and rabbis were exterminated, 
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synagogues, yeshivot and chederim were closed, a six-working-day week with the day off 
on Sunday was established and, worst of all, total propaganda of “communist ideals” and 
militant atheism started at the nursery school and never let up. As a result, only a few 
people managed to remain loyal to the laws of the Torah, while masses of the Jews grew 
up in complete ignorance of and alienation from their religion. An Israeli narrated that he 
had been shown an ancient shofar in a family of Moscow Jews. No one in the family 
knew what kind of instrument it was or what it was used for, yet everyone knew it should 


be hidden safely from strangers. 


The Russian Orthodox Church also suffered serious losses, however it acted in its 
homeland, within the culture it had formed, and thus it survived. Moreover, during the 
years of the Soviet Power the Russian Orthodox Church acquired a martyr’s wreath, and 


a hint of being free-thinking and dissident. 


The United States never knew persecution of people for reasons of religion, atheist 
ideology has never been forced on people there and there was nobody to hide grandfather’s 
shofar from. However, while discussing the problem of assimilation we keep comparing 
Russia with America, why? What precludes Jews from remaining Jews in America? 
Strange as it might seem, freedom does. It has proved to be the trial the descendants of the 
Russian, Polish and German Jews who had survived the millennia of discrimination and 
persecution could not endure. It was in America that the Jews got their first ever chance to 
be like everybody else. That temptation proved stronger than the historical memory or awe 
before the Heaven where they could remain themselves without fear of genocide they 
preferred to become Atheists, Christians, Buddhists, you name it, but not Jews. The reason 
for it is ‘avoda zara’, i.e. idolatry or worshipping the idol of “the great American dream of 
replete well-being”. We can assume that this dream suppresses the human will no less 
effectively than the system of socialist upbringing, which, luckily, belongs to the past now. 
The dream lives and prospers and an average American Jew, who follows it is ready to get 
baptized or put a turban on his head if it can promote his political or professional career. As 
for faith itself; such an American would treat it like any other thing which is of no practical 
use, i.e. like pleasure. Sure enough pleasure cannot be matched with any obligations and 
everyone is free to choose it to suit his own taste. That is why the choice between a Sabbath 
prayer and a TV entertainment show is predetermined. A democratic American, brought up 
in the spirit of social and national equality will gladly come to a party with cocktails and- 


girl never paying heed to who is arranging it - the Mickey Mouse fan club or “The Friends 
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of Jesus”. It would make him nothing but glad to know that instead of cycling or, God 
forbid, taking drugs, his children would attend get-togethers with Christian missionaries. 
There will be no need to hide away grandfather’s old shofar - it will lie forgotten on the 
farthest shelf, covered with dust. And when the grandchildren find it and ask, "What is this 


strange object?", there will be no one to explain it to them. 


Very few people take the trouble to give their children a minimal Jewish upbringing. 
What for? Does observing the commandments do any good? It is much more useful to study 
mathematics or law or sciences. Assimilated Jews, who worry about the future of their 
children, do not for a moment think that mathematics has not made anyone happy, and no 
science has ever shown a mana way out of a spiritual blind alley. Giving up their traditions 
the American Jews actually help anti-Semites. All peoples are proud of their ancestors, 
customs, history, their pedigree while Jews alone try to forget them, all which leads the 


society to believe that being a Jew is a shame and a drawback, one should get rid of. 


In the 20th century, America gave refuge and became home for millions of Jews. 
How did they express their gratitude to the country which had done them so much good? 
Indeed, American Jews contribute their power, talents and energy to its prosperity. But 
what do they do like Jews? Alas, the way many of them behave can incur trouble, rather 
than blessing upon America. While being model citizens, they violate Jewish laws. 
Ignorance is no excuse here as the religious communities in the USA are so numerous 


that even non-Jews know about them. 


“Eternal Christian values” are being introduced at all levels with great scope and 
conviction as if Christianity had always been the world’s sole religion, as if one could 
believe in Jesus or nothing at all and there was no other faith. It is for the Russians, the 
Byelorussians and the Ukrainians to make out how much they need those values. Yet 
thousands of assimilated Jews become victims of that propaganda. Under these 
conditions the Christians have no special need for missionaries. Lots of Jews, who 
proclaim from the depth of their hearts: “I trust in God” do not know any “god” other 
than Jesus Christ. Many of them sincerely regard Judaism as the pre-history of the New 
Testament and Christianity as the only Jewish faith. For lots of them the essence of the 
Torah is the ban on eating pork and walking about bare-headed while Christianity reveals 
“profound depths of spirit and wisdom”. It is not their fault. They are "captive children" 
(tinokot she-nishbu), who do not recognize or accept their fathers. On arrival in Israel 


such people find themselves in the center of missionaries’ activities. The lectures, 
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concerts, gifts, material aid and promises of employment look quite decent. Among the 
Christian organizations operating in Israel there are some which are not looking for any 
profit while offering their aid - they do it to make up for the wrong the world church has 
done to the Jews. However, mote often than not the smiles and bosom chats conceal well- 
paid professionalism. Nowadays the Church is still wealthy enough to offer people all the 
earthly benefits for a mere token - betrayal of their people. No one will speak to you 
about betrayal - God forbid. Call our number, answer several questions and you will be 
paid 100 shekels. Come and listen to beautiful music with us, or an interesting lecture. 
Have a free copy of the Gospels. “Free” is a magic word. Like a century ago the 
missionaries are making use of poverty and bewilderment of people who have found 
themselves in a strange country. Let us call things with their proper names: they want to 
buy Russian Jews. Let us think: why us? Not those who were born in Israel or came from 
the Eastern countries, sometimes Americans, but mostly Jews, who have come from the 


Soviet Union, falling to pieces now... Is it an accident? 


“In what way do the missionaries interfere with you?”, a repatriated man writes, 
indignant with a pamphlet aimed against the missionaries’ propaganda. “Do you mind 


their helping people?” 


Should one demand anything in exchange for help? The Christians are right on 
this issue - this “anything” is of so little significance to us that we do not notice it. On 
Saturday we may go to synagogue - and get a free hallah (plaited loaf) there. On Sunday 
we may go to church - and get a free Gospel there. Never mind that Jews must not attend 
the church. It is FREE! The main character of a political thriller is looking for Nazis who 
hide in Europe after the War. He has to travel a lot in post-war Germany, and he always 
stays at the cheapest hotels but not for the sake of economy. In the cheap hotels the 
mattresses are made of plastic, while in the expensive ones they are stuffed with hair. The 
man, who survived in a concentration camp knows WHOSE hair it is. That is why he 
chooses to spend mights among the dirt and bedbugs away from comfortable suites where 


easy mattresses are stuffed with human hair. 


Some things are more important than comfort or tasty food or sweet talk, more 
important even than work or board. The previous generations esteemed them more than 
their lives. We do not mean the faith, we speak about people deprived of their faith 
through no fault of theirs. But there is also honor, dignity, loyalty and memory. Should 


we lead the missionaries to believe these notions do not mean a thing to the Jews? 
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The Christians are sure that Jews must be converted to Christianity - it is their 
cause. Let them confess frankly then, that for centuries we have been exterminating your 
people. We have been rearing hatred and contempt for the Jews. Millions of innocent 
victims tortured to death are our responsibility. We unleashed the most senseless and 


bloody wars in history. Now we are offering you a hand. Do you want to be with us? 


The Xmas Tree and New Year's Day 


“Now that December 31 is coming I am sad to think that I will have neither a fir- 


tree nor snow, no matter if you like it or not” (from a letter of a new oleh). 


There is no irony here. This most bitter of all problems seems the hardest to 
resolve. Several generations of Jews have grown not simply within this Christian, Gentile 
culture, complete with a Xmas or New Year tree, Bach’s Mass, and Rafael’s "Madonna," 
but out of it. This ground is not easy to lose and many Russian Jews are afraid to do so. It 
is a sort of philosophical sensation of belonging, of things familiar since childhood, like 
the language of a foreign people one has grown to consider his mother tongue. How 
many Russian Jews have devoted their lives to “the great Russian language” and the great 


Russian literature? 


Poor children of Israel, who had lost the little spirit they had possessed hid 


themselves in empty spirit barrels and ovens, the Cossacks found them everywhere: 


“Dear sirs”, shouted a tall Jew, lean like a stick, having raised his face distorted with 


fear from a heap of his comrades. “Dear Sirs! Pray, let me say a word”. 
“Let him speak”, uttered Bulba who always liked to listen to the accused. 


“Those are not our kin.., they are not Jews. The Cossacks and us ... we are 


like brothers”. 


“What? For the Cossacks to be your brothers? Never, you god-damned Jews. Drive 


them into the Dnieper and let the bastards drown”, shouted someone from the crowd. 


Those words became a signal: hands raised the Jews and threw them into the 
waves; pathetic cries sounded here and there, but the stern Cossacks only laughed at the 


sight of Jewish legs clad in stockings and shoes flying in the air...” [from Taras Bulba?] 


This is the kind of love that the Jews received in payment for the Russian 


literature. Or is it not about us? “Are those not our kin?” 
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There is nothing evil in the Russian or French or any other national culture - for a 
Russian, a Frenchman or anyone else. But for a Jew deprived of his own Jewish culture a 


foreign culture poses a lethal threat. 


A. Kazarnovsky writes in his article “Kaddish over Culture” (Kovcheg, Moscow, 
1991, p. 402): “Practically for all those who created our culture and, consequently, our 
mode of thinking a Jew is a black box. He attracted the romantic Lermontov with his 
enigma, his unpredictable actions inspired Pushkin to create the terrible Solomon. His 
being unlike “normal” people led Gogol to doubt whether a Jew was a human being at 
all; as a result the reader pities a murdered Jew not more than a worm accidentally 
trampled under the feet. In any case he is a strange, wild, and most often, hostile being. 
Our children, who grow up on the Russian culture with their mothers’ milk absorb this 


attitude to ... actually to themselves”. 


As a result we have a generation of assimilated Jews for whom their Jewry is an 
inborn, but correctable drawback, like stammering. They are eager to get rid of it, to 
denounce their own people (indeed, is a man to blame for being born a Jew?) in order to 
remain with the great European culture which gave birth to Leonardo da Vinci, Shakespeare, 
Mozart, and Pushkin, but also to Vicente Ferrer (?), Torquemada, Bogdan Khmelnitsky, and 
Dr. Mengele. That culture is not to blame, but no one is blaming it as it is. It is foreign. If we 
do not know ours, it does not mean it does not exist. Here is another extract from A. 
Kazarnovsky’s article: “As a matter of fact, we have curious notions of broadmindedness and 
narrow-mindedness. In a nutshell, it is as follows: broadminded people read Pushkin, 


Klyuchevsky, Chekhov, while narrow-minded ones read Yehudah Halevi” (p. 403). 


Elie Wiesel reminisces how he failed to console a religious Jew from Poland who 
had survived extermination. “The Jew wept over his son - quite a modern young man - 
who took no interest in the history of his people but who frequented popular gatherings of 
“Christian Brethren”. Unable to comprehend what had happened, the father would ask: 
Have I survived to be defeated where my ancestors won?’*[* “To give life to a 


renegade?,” Lechaim No 6, 1992] 


To develop the idea we ask: “Have those who gave up their lives for the sake of 
the faith, done so in vain, too”? Do we voluntarily refuse from what our people have 


preserved at the price of incredible sacrifice and courage? Luckily, few people are left to 
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weep over us or make us cast the keys down in front of - which of you has religious 


grandparents? Or are we one nation and they - quite a different one - “not our kin”? 


The main hazard of assimilation is deeply rooted in millions of people’s idea of 
the freedom of conscience. Being quite progressive in the political and social aspects it 
turns into a great destructive and corruptive power when it is understood as the freedom 
of my own conscience. The conscience is free and consequently it is not ruled by any 
laws. The freedom of choice of convictions is associated with the right to choose the 
religion and it becomes impossible to explain to the people that God and politics are 
phenomena of different orders. The tragedy occurred not when a Jew chose baptism - it 
occurred when he decided he could choose a faith, suitable and comfortable like clothes 
to wear or the route to the office. No doubt, Christianity is more suitable in Christian 
countries. Christian rites are less demanding than the Jewish ones. How pleasant it is to 
show off the knowledge of the popular Christian philosophy! No decent man will say “I 
choose myself parents with milder disposition. I choose a child more beautiful than the 
others”. At the same time they are sure they have the right to choose a God to their taste. 
Wrote one “democrat of the spirit”, “Those of us, whose souls are alight with the Torah 
will come to you, while those who hold dear the chime of the bells and singing in the 
church will go their way. It is their right”. One may think that the Jews who preferred 


death to baptism did not like the chimes. It was their right, wasn’t it? 


As the topic of this chapter is culture, let us retell a piece of fiction which does not 
have anything to do either with Christianity or with Judaism, yet which suits our purposes 
perfectly. It is a short story by the famous writer of science fiction H. G. Wells “The 
Country of the Blind”. 


The main character lost his way in the mountains and nearly died. He finds 
himself in a wonderful valley inhabited by people who have been born blind for several 
generations. At first the traveler’s spirit rose when he remembered the proverb: “In the 
land of the blind a one - eyed is a king”. Soon he learned that life in the valley was 
adjusted for the blind and although he could see with his eyes, he found himself in a 
squeeze time and again, and neither power nor cunningness could help him overcome the 
people of the valley; eventually he became a kind of village fool, a nit-wit. Seeing that 
there is no way out for him (there are forbidding rocks all around) he gives up and is 
going to get married. While he is getting ready for the wedding, the older men of the 


blind discover some abnormalities on the man’s face which are to be eliminated for him 
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to be like everybody else. An operation is fixed to do away with the drawback and the 
traveller does not object. On the eve of the operation he goes into the mountains to enjoy 
the happiness of eyesight for the last time. He climbs up higher and higher marveling at 
the snow-covered summits and the sunset and then night comes and the man realizes that 
he will not have time to get back to the hospitable valley, but he does not want to any 
longer. He lies down on the snow and the cold penetrates his clothes, but he looks at the 


stars, so huge and close and shiny and dies with his eyes open. 


We have not told you this story in order to call on the Jews to die. Nowadays we 
do not have to give up our lives for the faith any longer. We have a chance to live - with 


our eyes open. 


EPILOGUE 


It is of special importance to live with the eyes open nowadays when the Jewish 
people is regaining the role of mankind’s spiritual leader. For many millennia people 
have lived by Amalek’s laws - shedding rivers of blood, exterminating their like and 
worshipping the authority and the power. It is astonishing to think that the history of 
mankind is, above all, a history of wars. The gigantic nations who have survived in this 
century’s long massacres look at the Jews in astonishment: the latter are few in numbers, 
defenseless, persecuted and yet they have managed to preserve themselves and their faith 


and greatness, their spirituality and their beauty. 


What helped them to survive? The very secret that alone can save the world from 
a moral and physical catastrophe. It is fear of God and not of a bomb or a sword i.e., the 
moral laws we were granted in the Torah 3.300 years ago. Nowadays the whole of 
mankind needs them. Time has come when, as the prophet put it: “... ten men ... shall take 
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, we will go with you: for we have heard that 


God is with you” (Zechariah 8:23). 


The covenant the Almighty made with Abraham 3706 years ago includes three 


issues: 
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a) The Almighty guarantees eternal life to the Jewish people - millions of Jews will 


perish but the nation will survive because it will preserve the faith in the Only One God; 


b) The Almighty guarantees it will bring the Jewish people back to the land He promised 


to give them for an eternal possession. 


c) The Jews pledge to preserve the token of their Covenant with God - to practice 


circumcision. 


Here is how the Torah describes making this Covenant: “And when Abram was 
ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant 
between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: 
and God talked with him, saying, as for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou 
shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but 
thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out 
of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 
And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed 
after thee in their generations. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and 
you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye 
shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant 
between me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, 
every man child in your generations, he that is born in thy house, or bought with money 


of any stranger, which is not of thy seed” (Genesis 17:1-12). 


Here is what the prophet Jeremiah said: “Thus saith the Lord which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, 
which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; the Lord of Hosts is his name. If 
these ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel also shall 
cease from being a nation before me forever. Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all 


the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:35-37). 


92 


Do we have the right, while bearing the responsibility, to convert to another minor 


faith? Too much depends on us and on our Jewish faith. 


Jews have always aspired for superiority of the spirit over force, not for world 
supremacy as our enemies have maintained. We are ready to live in peace with 
representatives of other religions, including Christians. The aim of the book you have 
read is to teach our brethren to distinguish between what is ours and what is other 
people’s. For there is nothing more bitter than the life of a man who has lived life and 


realized this truth at the very end of it. 


Here is another story, this time about a Christian. A Polish priest from Krakow hid a 
Jewish boy in his house during the Second World War. It was a courageous act: Christians 
who saved the Jews had to beware not only of the Gestapo but of their good Catholic 
neighbors as well. The little boy was an orphan and could scarcely remember his home. The 
priest was like a father to the boy, who had no one else in the whole world. When the Nazis 
had retreated and the boy was no longer in danger, the priest led him across the threshold 


[out of the front door] and said: “You are a Jew - go back now to your people!” 


That boy grew up to become a prominent Torah scholar, while the priest was 


destined to become head of the Catholic Church... He was a truly wise man. 


We expect this kind of wisdom from Christians. They must find the courage to 
say to those Jews who, whether accidentally, deliberately or through deception, have 
found themselves inside the Church precisely what that Catholic priest said to the little 


Jewish orphan — “Go back to your own people!” 
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